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} this . . . 1} . *. . . oO - + , ce 
e the nan? Weare all aware that it is a difficult || I shall introduce a bill to repeal this bill—the || State, leading from Gadsder. to the Tennessee 
ered ae keep a quorum here, as we found on Sat- || Minnesota land bill. river, ator near Gunter’s Landing. 
’ ys last; and it strikes me,if I recollect aright, | Mr. McMULLIN. I trust that the gentleman Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the rules be 
heret - af the wording of the resolution introduced from Illinois will not object to the amendment | suspended, and this bill taken up, will it be in 
sD inate gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Lercuer,] || which has been introduced by the gentleman from | order to move other railroad bills as amendments 
Other y gelect committee for the investigation of the || Ohio. If itis right and proper to investigate the | to this one? 
ure” = ves in the Colt case is clothed with full and || interpolation of the records in one case, it is so The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
com Ts powers to cover all legislation of this || in another. And, sir, it has been well said bythe | question when it arises. 
‘om. Teas |, gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campse t,] that it is Mr. COBB. I donot know of any proposition op 
* — WASHBURNE. My first intention was || due to the character of the clerks of this body | to hitch on other railroad bills, other than these “\k 
pany | ave this matter referred to the select committee that this whole matter should be investigated. If | for Alabama, to this one, and | am sure that none ia 
a of which the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 1 am right, or if the gentleman is right in saying | will be entertained. be Yl 
ia Lercuer] is chairman; but, on consultation and || that the select committee to which he referred has The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered Y 
“ae fer reflection, | was convinced that, with such || not the power conferred upon them to examine | on Mr. Copp’s motion. - S a 
" i“ a amount of labor before them, that committee || this case, [ shall most cheerfully go forthe adoption The question was then taken; and there were— va | 
eae could not well pay attention to this subject. of the resolution, as submitted by the gentleman | yeas 96, nays 65; as follows: a4 
ref Mr LETCHER. I do not know what the || from Illinois, (Mr. Wasusurne;} for 1 am not YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis ‘} 
ee opinion of the committee is respecting the con- || disposed still further to encumber that select com- —- Ashe, ee ee — Benton, a, + 
pp ! . 4 a ; . a i . . an sreckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Caruthers, Chamberlain, : ; 
1 been struction to be put upon the resolution on which || mittee in the dis¢ harge of the duties they have to |! Ghandie: Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Cul aI 
L ar they were appointed, as to the extent of power || perform. If you investigate one case, investi- || jom, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dick, Disney, q 
t : delegated to them. But it is certainly my own gate all, and therefore | hope the House will Dowdell, Eastman, Edgerton, Thomas D. Eliot. Everhart, ik 
~~ Son that this matter does not come within the || adopt the amendment offered by the gentleman Farley, Florence, Green, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, we 
in the opinion | : itted * N t all fron Ohi Let tl - to k Ee Harrison, Henn, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Jobnson, 2% 
same range of inquiry committe to us. NOt at all. ! n Unto. et 1e committee, to be appointed, Roland Jones, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, Macy, Man ; ee 
And then besides, I should like to see work prop- investigate the first case, and report that to the || rice, Maxwell, Mayall, Johu G, Miller, Nichols, Norton, ! 
h erly divided and a committee appointed for the | House, and while the House is acting upon that, || Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peckham, Pen 
oe -_ specified by the gentleman from Illinois, | let them investigate he other, and make their re- | Dingtun, Phelps, Phillips, Preston, Ready. Reese, Riehard 
to be purpose spec ¥ > { , a Thes > Sons . i i | son, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shannen, 
if the with probably my colleague (Mr. McMuuuiy] |, port. hese interpolations are unusual, and | | shower, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William R Smith, 
3 here placed at the head of it. [{Laughter.] regret that these things have occurred; but having | George W. Sinyth, Solle:s, Frederick P. Stanton. Richard 
1, any Mr. McMULLIN. My colleague knows that || occurred, they should be fully and completely | H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, Johw'L. 
ae ‘s colleague could not be put at the head of the |, investigated. Paylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, 
pecans at fi r| Mr. ORR. I believe tl lution should t Vail, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, 
It is committee without a departure rom parilament- f. un, yelleve the resolution s oul 9€ | Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—96, 
atten ary rules. é, | adopted, and I demand the previous question. NAYS—Messrs. Bennett, Benson, Boenck, Boyce, 
eft of Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire simply to suggest | Mr. MACE. 1 ask the gentleman from South | Bridges, Carpenter, Caskie, Colquitt, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
r= tothe gentleman who has proposed to introduce || Carolina to withdraw his call for the previous Pe me penny tt Fa ieee — 
, ! . vo > ‘ : s " ’ rigrer, ‘ > * , gs Goode, 
ive no this resolution, (Mr. W asHBURNE,| that he 80 || question, and allow me to submit to the House Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, 
Nutila- modify it as to embrace all interpolations which another resolution in reference to this matter. Hill, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jonés, George W. Jones, Kit- 
on the may have been made in any other papers on file, Mr. ORR. [ will hear it read. —— ss nny. we ore en Me- 
ul 7 " . . air. atteson, eon, ! gan, son, r » WN 
or in any other of the records of this House. The resolution was reported, as follows: Pasian, bashes Bishop Poskina. Pringle. Pacman dean 
e En- My reason for this is the fact, which the Chair || Resolved, also, That the select committee be instructed | Ritebie,Ruffin, Shaw, Simmons, Skelton, William Smith, 
place will well remember, that only four days ago an || to inquire what quantity of land has been purchased,and | Andrew Svaart, John J. Taylor, ‘Trout, Wade, Walley, 
state- important interpolation had been made to a reso- by whom, at the proposed terminus of said Minnesota lovee Washburn, Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—65. 
when jution that had been reported, fixing the compen- | railroad since the bill passed. So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
p, the sation of some of the officers of this House. We || Mr.ORR. As that resolution involves a col- rules were not suspended. 
prised getinto a difficulty about it, The honorable gen- | lateral question only, which is not connected with ENROLLED BILLS. 
n the tleman from Pennsylvania {[Mr. Curtis} had in- || this matter directly, and although I do not wish Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
“ivina troduced a resolution, some week or two before, || to be discourteous to the gentleman from Indiana, Bills, reported the following Senate bills as cor- 
Pn out which was laid over. When the House came to || I must decline to withdraw my demand for the | rectly enrolled, which, thereupon, received the sig- 
ore act on that resolution, and when we were in the || previous question. ; nature of thaSpeaker: 
red it. midst of the call of the roll on the yeas and nays | The previous question was seconded; and the An act to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
iture” on the passage of this resolution, it was discovered | main question was ordered to be put. Croix to a lot of land therein described; 
th the that an important interpolation had been made in | The first question being upon the amendment An act for the relief of Charles Cooper and 
it between the time of its introduction and the |) offered by Mr. Campse tt, it was put; and the company; 
‘estion time of the vote being taken on it. The matter, amendment was agreed to. An act authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish 
in te however, was passed over. || ‘The blank in the resolution was then filled with | certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
nutiia- Now, | know nothing about the merits of that || the word “ five.” where; 
alteration. I do not undertake to say that any || The question was then taken upon the resolu- An act for the relief of James Dunning; 
renitle- fraud was intended. But certainly, sir, it is due || tion as amended; and it was adopted. An act for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 
is the to the integrity of this House, that thisthing should | Mr. WASHBORNE, of Illinois. [ move to An act for the relief of John Phagan; 
pared? be puta stop to. And I know no better way of || reconsider the vote by which the resolution was Anact for the relief of Ezra Williams; 
m th doing so than to have this select committee—if it || adopted; and also to lay the motion to reconsider An act for the relief of the legal representative 
made beinstituted—instructed notto confine itself merely || upon the table. of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; and 
use to to the case now brought to our attention, but to || The latter motion was agreed to. A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
course, investigate all the facts connected with these in- || Mr. MACE. I now ask the nimous con- || Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to 
terpolations. Remarks were made on the occasion || sent of the House to allow me ffer the fol- | Juan C. Armigo, José L. Pereas, and James S. 
ation | to which [ have referred, which might have had a || lowing resolution: . Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 
at sur: oe effect on the reputation of the clerks. | Resolved, To a select committee be appointed to in- | lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mex- 
rick TAME yrs. doubt that they were entirely innocent a a art Ue Miami a, 9, under the authority of a joint resolution of 
d from ere Was an interpolation in that joint resolution || ee ne ie na , s : || that body, approved June 17, 1851. 
rinated as it appeared to be evident there was. I know || : , ea Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
1 sup nothing of it. But I think it is due to them, asit || Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I move to lay || Fyouse be suspended, and that the House resolve 
» read is due to the members of this House, who do not || the resolution upon the table. Lee itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
ween oe the papers on file, that the facts || The ie omnes The resolution is not yet || state of the Union. 
should be known | before the House. Th . ‘ vat 
fh: saa : . ie e question was taken; and, on a division 
on Wad For one, I am unwilling that these things should a Mr. STUART. Then I object to its introduc- || phere were—ayes 86, noes 52. F 
g0 abroad to the country, casting an aspersion, to || tion. So the motion was agreed to. 
be ry ee upon all the members of this House. | Mr. MACE. I move to suspend the rules. | The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
L of u i i | . 
iia [ID muickens tx avenieauea theese || ALAPAMA RatLOAD SILL acutn. | Commitee ofthe Whole othe, a of he 
) ‘ under s who a ; | Union, (Mr ALLEY in the chair.) 
changed m : : : . - | » (Mr. ha >. 
a _ these interlineations, and what the purposes re oo cece eb The CHAIRMAN. The first business before 
», and if accomplished by them. I hope the gentle- | oatenahaneth tusainie Ln ee rn ’ || the committee is the consideration of House bill 
chant man will accept a modification of his resolution. C mitted vy my re eman trom eee (Mr. (No. 96) entitled ** A bill making appropriations 
to sev ro . e | en i . = . 
ate Propose to offer the following amendment: | Cons,} to enable him to move to discharge the |/ f,. the transportation of the United States mail by 
on Add at the end of the resolution the following words : | Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
A , ) rds: . , , ocean steamers, and otherwise, during the fiscal 
P od also in regard to all other cases of interpolations of || Union from the further consideration of a bill | ding 30th J 1855 > 
rhether lis of the House. | granting the right of way and a donation of land | a ae es 
his ob- Mr. LETCHER. I do not rise to debate this | to the State of Alabama, in aid of the construction || FORTIFICATION BILL. 
ommit- resolution at all, but to give notice that to-morrow || of the Coosa and Tennessee River railroad, in said | Mr. HOUSTON. I ask for the consideration 
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GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


————_ 


of House bill No. 116, entitled * A bill making {| $25,000 or $30,000 can be expended during the coming 


appropriations for fortifications and other works | 
of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 
ters, for the year ending 30th June, 1855.”’ 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
taken up for consideration. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to dispense with the 
firet reading of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read by paragraphs for 
amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, offered the following amendment: 


After line forty-two insert: é 
For armament of fortifications in the harbor of San Fran 
cisco, California, $130,080, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I move to insert after the 
amendment which has been just made an amount 
of $25,000 for carrying on the fortification of Fort 
Gaines, on Dauphin Island, Mobile harbor. 

I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary of 
War, recommending an appropriation of $25,000 | 
or $30,000 for the construction of this work. A 
similar letter has also been presented to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and 1 have their con- 
sent and approbation in offering this amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I inquire if that is 
a new work entirely? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. There has been a small ap- 
propriation heretofore made for the purchase of 
the site on Dauphin Island, and the balance to be 
applied to the construction of the work. Within 
the last few days the title has become perfect. 
The original arene was made many years 
ago, and the delay has been owing to the fact that 
until this time the title could not be perfected, in 
order to enable the Government to go on with the 
work. They have purchased one half of the 
island for a very anak amount of money, and this 
appropriation is asked for to enable the Govern- 
ment to continue the work. 

I will read a letter from the Secretary of War | 
upon the subject, if any gentleman desires further | 
information. 

Mr. HAVEN. Will the gentleman now yield 
the floor to me? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I will. 

Mr. HAVEN. I will move that the committee 
rise, fur the purpose of closing debate upon this 
bill, and then I will move directly to go back 

ain into committee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There will be no 
unnecessary debate upon this bill. I hope the 
question will be taken upon the amendment. 

Mr. HAVEN. I submit the nfétion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speak- | 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Watery) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the Union generally under consid- 
eration, and particularly the bill of the House 
(No. 116) “ — appropriations for fortifica- | 
tions and other works of defense, and for repairs 
of barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1855,’’ and had come to no conclu- 
sion thereon. 

Mr. HAVEN. Imove the usual resolution 
to close debate upon the fortification bill in five 
minutes after its consideration shall again be re- 
sumed in committee. 

The resolution was considered and adopted. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Water in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of House bill (No. 116) known as the | 
fortification bill, the pending question being upon | 
the amendment offered by Mr. PHinups. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
letters from the Secretary of War, to which the 
gentleman from Alabama alluded, may be read. 

The letters were read, as follows: 


War DeprarTMent, 
Wesuineton, July 15, 1854. 
Sm: The United States having obtained a perfect title to 
the site of Fort Gaines, on Dauphin Island, Alabama, the 
Department is prepared to carry on the construction of the 
works. In tion to an unexpended balance of 313,000 
available for the work, the chief engineer reports that 


!| would be the city most li 


season with advantage. 


I have, therefore, the honor to request that an amend- | 


ment to appropriate either of the last named sums be made 
to the fortification bill. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. C.J. Faciener, Chairman Committee 
on Military Affairs, House of Kepresentatives. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
WasuHineron, July 14, 1854. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Jetter of the 12th instant, asking such a recommenda- 
tion from this Department as will enable you to move an 
amendment to provide an appropriation for the construc 
tion of a work on Dauphin [sland, “Mobile harbor. 

Inreply, {| have to state that the operations on Fort 
Gaines, on Dauphin Island, have been delayed by the dif. 
ficulty of obtaining a perfect litle to the site, in consequence 
of which the balance available for the work, $13,000, has 
remained unexpended for some time. 

A satisfactory title having reeently been obtained, oper- 
ations can be commenced, and an appropriation of $25,000 
or £30,000, in addition to the balance on hand, cau be ad 
vantageously expended on the work during the coming 
season; and [ have sent to the Committee on Military 
Affairs a recommendation for that appropriation. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 
Hon. P. Puiturrs, House of Kem esentatives. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘To me this seems 
to be a loose way of commencing so large a work 
as the oneunder consideration. We should have 
before us estimates and plans of some kind as to 
the particular kind of work which it is proposed 
to construct there. In my judgment, the more 
prudent course would be to let this matter go over 
to the next session, now only three or four months 
distant. In the mean time, let the Department 
make estimates of the entire cost—of course, fix- 
ing on a plan for the construction of the work—all 
to be submitted at the next session. The Secretary 
of War does not even say to us whether he deems 
the erection of this fortification necessary. Nor 
does he say anything in his communication as to 
the plan of the work, or anything as to the prob- 
able cost. He merely states that, in his opinion, 
$25,000 would be advantageously expended; and 
this statement he does not make of his own sug- 
gestion, or because he thought the work right and 
proper, but in reply to the request of the gentle- 
man to make such estimate as would enable him 
to move an amendment in order to this bill. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Chairman, a few words, 
I think, will satisfy my friend from Tennessee. 
His last observation I| shall answer first. Hesays 
that the Secretary of War has only sent in this 
requisition in answer to a request from myself. 
The Secretary states in his letter the reason why 
requisition was not made from his Department for 


_ this appropriation when the others were made. It 


was simply because of the fact that it was only 
within the few past days that the Government’s 
title to the site has been perfected. The Secre- 
tary would not make a requisition on the Govern- 
ment for an appropriation while the title to the site 
remained under the shadow of a cloud. When the 
title was perfected, he then made the requisition; 


and it has been made within the last few daysonly, | 


because the title to the site was only perfected 
within the last few days, and not because I, or any 
other member of the committee, asked him to do 
it as a favor. 

Another objection. He says that there ought to 
be some pla xed on before we go to work. Does 
the gentleman suppose that an appropriation 
would be asked for to construct a fortification un- 
less a plan had been adopted by the Department 
of the Government to which this matter had been 
intrusted? Does the gentleman suppose that the 
Secretary could be so ignorant of his luties as to 
come to this House, and ask for appropriations 
for the construction of fortifications, the plan of 
which had not been agreed on? Certainly not. 
For years past it has been determined to locate 
a fortification at this important point, the mouth 
of Mobile harbor. 
and adopted, and appropriation is now asked for 
the purpose of carrying it out. 

This 1s not a new thing; and I will say to my 
friend, that if there is a point on our whole Gulf 

| coast which requires defense, it is the very one fog 
| which we are now asking this appropriation. 


arising between us and any maritime Power, and 


| the seat of war were the Gulf of Mexico, Mobile 


i 


The plan has been completed | 


It 

| is one of the most vulnerable and exposed ports | 
| of the whole coast; and in case of any difficulty |! A i 
‘| ‘The question recurred on agreeing to the amen® 
ment of the Senate, as amended, the amendment 
able to attack from the .. as amended, was agreed to. i 


sul 


__ duly 9, 


enemy. An important trade and comm 
We therefore ‘on : 


their protection there. 
Government to carry out the reco 
‘ mm 
which has been made by the Department.to ne” 
ie 
are intrusted, | 


the construction of these works 
ask for tellers on the amendment. 
Tellers were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the 
was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. [am instructed by the Cy 
mittee of Ways and Means to propose the follow. 


ing amendment, to come in after the last Clause 
the bill: of 


For contingent expenses of fortifications no 
tioned, the preservation of their sites, the prot 


amendment 


t herein men. 
ection of titles 


and repairs of sudden damages to forts, 820 ,0u0, 
The amendment was agreéd to, 
was then laid aside to be reported to 


The bill 
the House. 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO THE INDIAN Ap. 

PROPRIATION BILL, 

The committee next proceeded to consider the 
amendments of the Senate to House bill No 46 
‘* making appropriations for the current and coe. 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various In. 
dian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1855.” 

The first amendment was reported, as follows: 


Page two, line fourteen, after the word * do} lars,” 
the following proviso: 

Provided, ‘That the President may, from time to time in 
his discretion, remove or change the location of any of the 
superintendencies now or hereafter to be established by 
law: Ind provided further, That whenever the Presiden 
may order the transfer of the duties of superintendent of 
Indian affairs from the Governor of the Territory of Min. 
nesota, the salary of said Governor shall thereafter be 
2,500 per annum 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move that the committee 
do now rise, for the purpose of limiting debate on 
this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
Jones, of Tennessee, having taken the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore, the Chairman of the com. 
mittee reported that the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union had had under consider. 
ation House bill No. 46, with the Senate amend. 
ments thereto, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON submitted the usual resolution 
closing debate on said bill within five minutes 
after its consideration should have been resumed 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Water 
in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question pending, 
when the committee rose, was on the first amend- 
ment to the Indian appropriation bill, which has 
been reported. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The first portion of that 
amendment provides that the President may from 
time to time, in his discretion, remove or change 
the location of any of the superintendencies now 
or hereafter to be established. In that portion of 
it the Committee of Ways and Means recon 
mend a concurrence. But the committee recom- 
mend that the balance of that amendment be striken 
out. That is, after the word ‘‘law,”’ in the 
seventeenth line, strike out all down to the twenty 
first line. That clause gives the President the 
power to make a division of the duties of the 
superintendent and Governor of the Territory of 
Minnesota. The committee recommend a nor 

| concurrence in it. ghee 

The question was taken on striking out the 
following clause: 

And provided further, That whenever the President ™ 
order the transfer of the duties of superintendent of India 
affairs from the Governor of the Territory of Mines 


the salary of said Governor shall thereafter be $2,500 per 
annum. 


The motion to strike out was agreed to. 
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dment: 

he second amen . 
t two, after line twenty-five, insert the following : 
Par pay of five Indian sub-agents for California, at an 


nual salary of $1,500 each, $7,500. 
ann } 


Por pay of four : : 
o annual salary of $1,000 each, $4,000. 
at ant & 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
a Means have recommended a concurrence in 
and t 


t 
ment. 
sub agents nf t 
amount from $4 ,000 to $4,500. ; 

The amendment, If 80 amended, will read: 

For pay of three Indian sub-agents for California, at an 
anuual salary of $1,500 each, $4,500. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was 


then concurred in. 

Mr. ORR. I offer the following amendment, to 
come in immediately after the amendment which 
has just been concurred in: 

For the pay of two Indian sub agents in the Territory 
of New Mexico, at an annual salary of $1 ,0U0 each, $2,000. 

The appropriation has been recommended by 
the Governor of the Territory of New Mexico. 

The question being put upon the amendment, 

Mr. WHEELER called for a division of the 
House. > Teumest 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Waeever] will with- 
draw his opposition to this amendment, when { 
assure him that it is the earnest wish of the Dele- 
gate from that Territory, who cannot speak a 
word of our language; and it is also exactly such 
a provision as is made for the Territory of Wash- 
ington. There are numerous tribes of Indians in 
New Mexico, and I hope the gentleman and the 
committee will not object to the amendment. It 
is needful. There are no sub-agents there now. 
There are in that Territory three tribes of Ca- 
manches alone. The Delegate from that Terri- 
tory went to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Orr,] whois thechairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and assured him of its neces- 
sity, and desired him to attend to the matter. 

There are four sub-agents allowed to Oregon 
Territory, three to California, and two to Wash- 
ington Territory, and we ask for this new Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, only two sub-agents. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If my colleague 
willallow me, I will say that, independent of all 
statements of any individuals, the census shows 


ments. 

The question being on Mr. Orr’s amendment, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I stated to the committee—I do not 
know whether I was heard—that the Governor 
of the Territory of New Mexico had assured me 
that it was necessary that these sub-agents should 
be appointed to enable him to discharge the func- 
tions of superintendent of the Indians in that 
Territory. I have no feeling whatever in relation 
to the matter. - If the committee do not choose to 
adopt the amendment they can let it alone. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 
EXPLANATION. 

, Mr.STEVENS, of Michigan. A circumstance 

Has occurred in the House this morning which in- 

Muces me to appeal to the committee to permit me 

© make a personal explanation. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 

Mr. STEVENS. | appeal to the gentleman to 
vithdraw his objection. 
Mr. WALSH. If a charge has been made 
galnst the gentleman, I will withdraw my ob- 
ection, but not otherwise. 

Mr. STEVENS. A charge has been made 
stinst me, and it is for that reason that I desire 
omake the explanation. It has been atated to 











































































ppointed this morning, in reference to the alter- 
tion of the records of the House. 

88 the member of the committee on Public 
ands who reported the bill to the House, feel 
yself called upon to make a statement of such 
“cls as have come within my knowledge, or so 
“ras | personally know them—ard I do so upon 
“'y hovor—in reference to these alterations. 




















indian sub-agents in Oregon Territory, | 


e that my name has been connected with the | 
matter upon which a special committee has been | 


l 


e second Senate amendment, with an amend. | 
al They propose to reduce the number of 
from five to three, and to reduce the | 


| ritory. 


ferred particularly to me by that committee, gen- 
tlemen who were connected with the bill called 
upon me, and requested that before it was pre- 
sented to the committee for their report, certain 


| alterations should be made in the third section. 


They explained the alterations which they desired 
made—of the design and object of the alterations 
I was then, and am even now ignorant. One was 
to effect legislation in Minnesota in regard to lands 
which might be granted by Congress to that Ter- 
To do so, | myself struck out the word 
‘*future.’? The other alteration was in reference 
to the construction that might be given to the word 
‘or’ as it then stood in the bill. After hearing 
what was said on the subject, | thought it proper 
to strike out that word, and in its place to insert 
‘Sand.”’ 

I knew, Mr. Chairman, that | had stricken out 
the word ** future,’’ and | thoughtthat | had sub- 
stituted ** and ”’ for *‘or.”’ 1 presented the bill to 
the committee. It was adopted, and | was in- 
structed to report it to the House. I did so. It 

assed this body, and wenttotheSenate. When 


| in the other branch of Congress, my attention was 
| again called to it; and it was remarked that, as it 


| the alteration. 


was before the Senate, the bill did not contain the 
alteration which | supposed that | had made. | 


‘ then conferred with one or two members of the 


Senate on the subject. They rather spoke to me 
on the subject, and | told them frankly that when 
[ reported the bill from my committee | had made 
When I asked for leave to report 


| the bill to the House, | told them, in addition, that 


I had stated the substance of it, and, as I thought, 
the alteration was made, and that, if it were ‘pos- 


| sible, | should be glad if the change indicated were 


| made. 


conclusively that he is precisely right in his state- | 


This was the last | heard of it while it 
was in the Senate. Subsequently one of the 
clerks of the Senate, General Patton, came to me 
in the lobby, just in front of the center door, and 
holding out the bill to me, asked whether it was 
right. On looking at it, | replied that | was of 
opinion it had passed this House different from 
whatit was then. If think that I said: ‘* General, 
you will find, by looking at the original draft, that 
the word ‘and’ is substituted for ‘or.’’’ Asking 
me to go to theclerk’sroom, I went with him there, 
and tothe desk of Mr. Sproule. The matter was 


| talked over, and there | made the statement that I 


had supposed I had altered the original draft in the 
way indicated, and that when | voted for it on its 
passage, | was under the belief it contained that 
very alteration. ‘The question then arose, Could 
the alteration be made? (And I might remark just 


| here that several Senators, whose names | shal! 


not mention, stated that these were mere verbal 
alterations, and might be made, as such alterations 
were frequently made. 

Mr. HUNT. Name them. 
do so as part of the truth. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
and I shall do no more. Theclerks referred to, at 
once said that they did not know that they had the 
power to make the alteration.- After further con- 
versation, the matter was adjourned to Mr. For- 
ney’s room. I went with General Patton and Mr. 
Sproule to Mr. Forney’s room, and made a state- 
ment similar to the one which [ have already 
given. The matter was discussed, and Mr. For- 
ney asked General Patton how it was about such 
things? General Patton replied: ‘* We frequently 
make such alterations.”’ 


| that perhaps it had better be made, or something 


like that. I then left the room. I presume the 


alteration was made in consequence of what took 
| place on that occasion. 


I have stated this matter fairly and candidly. 1 | 


wish to withhold nothing. I wish to state every- 
thing which took place, however much I may be 
implicated in the transaction. However much I 
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the bill was reported from the committee. I 
say that the word * further’’ was stricken out by 
me. I intended to have stricken out the word 
‘‘or,”’ and inserted “‘and’’ @n its place. | was 
not aware it was left out until | was informed by 
some gentleman of the Senate, or by some person 


| who had learned the fact from the Senate. 


It is your duty to 


1 shall do what is honorable; | 


Mr. Forney then said | 


may have erred as a member of this House anda || 


gentleman, I wish gentlemen to know it. 
have erred, the error is one of judgment and not 
of the heart. I intended to do nothing wrong. I 


/ am fully convinced that Colonel Forney, in yield- 


ing his assent to the alteration, supposed that he 


_ was only doing that which was right. 


I wish to say here, that that was the first and | 


last interview I had with Colonel Fornzy upon the 
subject. 
the biil, so help me God. 
was the design of the gentlemen who spoke to 


fier this bill had been sent to the committee of || me about having the bill changed from its original 
ich 1am a member, and after it had been re-|| form. I allude to those who spoke to me before 


If 1 | 


I never had talked to him before about | 
I do not know what | 


Mr. FAULKNER. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man from Michigan if he hatany local or personal 
interest in the matter? 

Mr. STEVENS. I have none in the world, 
except that the road connects the waters of the 
Mississippi with the waters of Lake Superior by 
steam navigation, and thereby benefits my State. 
That is all the interest I have in the world, and 
the alteration of this bill cannot affect that general 
purpose at all. 

Mr. McNAIR. Do I understand the gentle- 
man as saying that he ordered this thing done? 

Mr.STEVENS. I said this: Ifthe thing could 
be done that I should be highly gratified to have 
it done : 

Mr HAVEN. 
gan through? 

Mr. STEVENS. One word more. I was 
asked if 1 had any interest in this matter. I have 
endeavored to explain that I have not, except so 
far as it benefits my State; and in benefiting my 
State it benefits a great many other States. The 
alteration which has been made in this case, as I 
understand it, simply gives to the companies 
which are now organized, but were not organized 
at the time this bill passed, an opportunity to com- 
pete in the Legislature for a portion of this land. 
That is all the difference which the change makes. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the committee wil! go 
on with the business before us. These statements 
will be embodied in the testimony to be submitted 
to us by the committee 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Will thegentle- 
man from Michigan (Mr. Stevens] state whether 
he was not accompanied by a Senator from lowa 
at the time he paid his visit to the Clerk? 

Mr. SOLLERS. I shall object to gentlemen 
asking any further questions. e have alread 
appointed a committee for the purpose of investi- 
gating this matter, and reporting their action to 
the House. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 


Fourth amendment: 


For pay of three Indian agents in Washington Territory, 
for six months, ending June 30, 1854, $2,250. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 


For pay of two Indian sub-agents in Washington Terrl- 
tory, for six months, ending June 3), 1854, $1,000, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Is the gentleman from Michi- 


Sixth amendment: 

For salaries of six agents, authorized by this act, at the 
rate of $1,500 per annum each, the sum of $9,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 

For salary of five Indian agents, of the second class, ae- 
cording to existing laws, at the rate, in future, of 9500 
each per annum, $2,500. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is an amendment pro- 


posing to increase the pay of these officers. he 


| Committee of Ways and Means recommend a 


non-concurrence in it. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes in Wash- 
ington Territory, $3,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: »& 

For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes in Wash- 
ington Territory, for six months, ending June 30, 1854, 
gi ,500. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommended the striking out of the 
word $500 in this amendment, so as to make the 
appropriation $1,000. Wedid so in pursuance of an 
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hold in my hand. He estimates “for incidental 
expenses, $500; for six interpreters for half a 
year, $1,000." Aw examination, however, and 
also from having had my attention called to the 
fact by the Indian Bureau, I am satisfied that 
Governor Stevens has made a mistake in his esti- 
mate, and that the sum ought to be $],500. The 
yearly salary of an interpreter is $500; and, 
therefore, the salary for half a year of six of them 
is $1,500. The Senate were right in their amend- 
ment, and the estimate of Governor Stevens was 
erroneous. The Committee of Waysand Means, 
therefore, recommend a concurrence in the Senate 
amendment. 

The question was put; and the amendment was 
concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 
For erecting buildings for Indian agents in Washington 
Territory , 35,000, 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment of the Senate, for the reason that they 
suppose the appropriation is premature, to say 
the least of it. Up to this time there have been 
no treaties made with the Indian tribes in Wash- 
ington ‘Territory; and no sites have been selected 
where the agents’ buildings can be erected. | un- 
derstand, however, that my friend from South 
Carolina has a communication on the subject, 
which | have no objection to hear read. 
Mr. ORR. It isa communication from Gov- 
ernor Stevens, addressed to me as chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. His views are 
in favor of the appropriation being made. He 
says: 
* Taleo stated what seemed to me strong reasons for an 
appropriation for agency buildings. The best positions for 
the three agencies are: for Puget Sound, the south end 
of Whilby’s Island; for the Centra! agency, the site of 
Watker’s and Eel’s mission; for the Eastern agencies, 
opposite Hell Gate, in the St. Mary’s valley. There are 
absolutely no buildings whatever for these purposes. It 1s 
proposed they shail be plain and simple. But there will 
be required in each case accommodation for the agent aad 
his interpreter, aroom for Inditn goods, a room for the 
reception and accommodation of Indians visiting the agen 
cies on business. In addition to which, for the Central 
and Eastern agencies, a corral will be required for animals. 
* The sum asked of $5,000 has been based on a careful 
calculation of the minimum sum required to get simply 
comfortable shelter for the Indian officers, &c., where no 
buildings now exist. JF think, by care in manoging the 
business, buildings can be put up which will answer for 
several years; and itis probable that hereafter repairs and 
additions can be made at very trifling expense.”’ 
I concurred with the gentleman from Alabama, 
in the impropriety of making any appropriation 
until | had a conversation with Governor Stevens. 
The sum of $5,000 proposed will cover the ex- 
penses of the agency buildings; and it is neces- 
sary that there should be some buildings at these 
agencies. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from South Carolina one question. Is this 
sum of $5,000, intended to commence the erection 
of permanent buildings at the agencies, or is it 
necessary for providing temporary accommoda- 
tions? 
Mr. ORR. The $5,000 will be sufficient to 
complete the buildings as at present advised. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 1 om unwilling to ask 
money for anything which is not right. But I 
want to offer, now, anamendment to that amend- 
ment. The Indians in Oregon are more numerous 
than they are in Washington Territory, and they 
ive us more trouble to take care of them. Agency 
buildines are necessary in Washington Territory, 
and will be more necessary in Oregon, and I there- 
fore propose to amend the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, by adding an equa! 
appropriation for the construction of suitable 
agency buildings in the Territory of Oregon. 
Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Oregon whether there have here- 
tofore been any buildings of that sort for these 
encies in his Territory? 
“eMr. LANE. There have been superintendency 
buildings. We have Indians in different portions 
of the Territory, but, up to this time, I think there 
has not been an ere for those buildings. 

Mr. HOUSTO? . Probably the gentleman 
from New York will be answered to his satisfac- 
tion if he will look to the item of the original bill 
which immediately precedes the place where this 
amendment comes in. He will find there an ap- 
propriation of $10,000 for the building of agen- 
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alone. An appropriation of some amount for that 
purpose isusually made. We have made them in 
all Indian appropriation bills, sometimes more, and 
sometimes less; and the money is applied indis- 
criminately, to any Indian country, wherever the | 
Department conceives a necessity for such an ap- 
plication exists. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Lane’s 


|} amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN then announced the ques- 
tion to be upon non-concurring in the amendment 
of the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 would suggestto the Chair 
that if he will put the question directly upon con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate, it may be 
all done by one vote. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence; but if | 
the motion to non-concur should be lost, the ques- 
tion would then have to be taken upon concurring 
in the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama, and 
put the question upon concurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I desire to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
if he sti!! recommends a non-concurrence ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. I 
will state, however, that information is presented 
by Governor Stevens’s letter, which certainly was 
not before the committee. 

Mr. WALSH. I would inquire whether the 
Committee of Ways and Means has had a meet- 
ing since the letter has been received ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly not. The letter 
has only just been brought out a few minutes ago. 

The question being upon concurring in the Sen- 
ate amendment, 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was then non-concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 

For the reappropriation for expenses of the removal o 
the Catawba Indians to the westof the Mississippi river 
and of setting and subsisting them one year in their new 
homes, provided thata home shall first be obtained for 
them, and that they shall be removed only with their own 
consent, 35,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. I havea short extract from a letter from 


| the Department, which | will read, if required. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

After °1852,”’ in line one hundred and thirty-two, insert 
the words ** as stipulated in the ninth article of said treaty;”’ 
so that the paragraph would read: 

For payment to the Chickasaw nation in full of the ex-, 
| penses of their commissioners in negotiating the treaty of 

the 22d of June, 1852, as stipulated in the ninth article of 
| said treaty, @1,500,. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is to make more spe- 
cific the reference to the treaty. The Committee 
| of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


| 


Thirteenth amendment: 

For first of ten instaliments for the purchase of goods, 
provisions, and agricultural implements, stipulated in the 
sixth article of the treaty of the 27th of July, $1853, $18,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend aconcurrence in the amend- 
ment. It is due under provision of arecent treaty 

| which has not yet been published. We take it 


| on trust that the Senate have done right. 


Theamendment was concurred in. 
| Fourteenth amendment: 


| stallments of goods, provisions, and agricultural imple- 
| ments, stipulated in the sixth article of the treaty of the 
| 27th of July, 1853, $5,000: Provided, That thie goods, pro- 
| visions, and agricultural implements which may be pur- 


| chased and transported, out of any moneys hereby appro- 


| priated, shall not be delivered until the said tribes of In- | 


| dians shall have assented to the amendments of the Senate 


| ofthe United States to the said treaty, on account of which 
| they are procured. 


Mr. HOUSTON. TheCommittee of Ways 
and Meansrecommend aconcurrence in the amend- 
‘| ment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 


|| mittee of Ways and Means to move the followin 
|| amendment, to come in after the fourteenth, which 


| 
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ne 
estimate submitted by Governor Stevens, which I ‘| cies and the repairs thereof. The amendment || 
| proposed applies to the Washington Territory | 





\| estimated for since. 


For expenses of the transportation of the first of ten in- || 








2 a 
be just meen nonear tae in. Iis made Nevesnar, 

y treaties which were ratified b aay 
weeks since: y the Senate a fey 


Delawares.—For the expenses o > 
as provided in the second article of eas the lands, 
of May, 1854, $11,146 95. Y Of the 7y 

For the first of eight equal installments for 
five chiefs, per third and sixth articles ' 
6th of May, 1854, $1,250. 

For the first of two installments per fou 
— of the 6th of May, 1854, 374,000. 

‘or the purchase of four sections o , 
tian Indians, per thirteenth article of oe = Chris. 
of May, 1854, $6,400. ¥ Of the Guy 

For payment, under the direction of the ; 
United States, the sum of $5,600: Provided, Teen othe 
Christian Indians shall relieve the United States 1; ane 
claims or demands for lands or money arising ur ‘an alt 
third and fourth articles of the agreement of the ath . the 
vember,1*23, made with said Indians, the paymentofe No. 
and $5,600, as above provided, being in lieu thereog se 
full consideration of the same. 7 And in 

Iowas.—For the expenses of surveying, 
the third article of the treaty of the 17 
$1,987 20. ee, 

For the payment of a portion of the $157,500 due 

Jowas, under the second clause of the second article ote 
treaty of the 19th of October, 1838, to be applied ' ee 
agricultaral fund, per ninth article of the treaty of the In 
of May, 1854, $50,000: Provided, That the approprai.. 
herein made “ for interest on $157,500, at five per cent won 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 19th of 
October, 1838,’ be reduced to the sum of $5,375. m 

For the payment in consideration of removal to their res. 
ervation, and of a release of all claims per twelfth article ‘i 
the treaty of the 17th of May, 1854, $5,000, 

Kickapoos.—For the expenses of selecting the reseryatio 
provided in the first article of the treaty of the 18th of Mar. 
1854, and for surveying and making the exterior |jines of 
the same, $1,000. j 

For the first installment of interest at five per centum on 
$100,000 for education, per second articie of the Ueaty of 
the {8th of May, 1854, $5,000. 

For the payment of this sum as the first installment in 
money, per second article of the treaty of the I&th of May 
1854, $25,000. ji 

For the payment for improvements and the expenses of 
appraising the same on the land ceded, per fourth article of 
the treaty of the L&th of May, 1854, $15,000, 

For removal and subsistence, and in consideration ofa 
release of all claims, per eighth article of the treaty of the 
18th ef May, 1854, £20,000. 

Sacs and Foxes of Missouri.—For expenses of selecting 
the reservation provided for in the first article of the (reaty 
of the 18th of May, 1854, and for surveying and marking 
the exterior lines of the same, $500. 

For the first of fourinstallments per second article of the 
treaty of the 18th of May, 1854, $15,000. 

For removal and subsistence, and in satisfaction of all 
claims and demands, per sixth article of the treaty of the 
18th of May, 1854, $5,000. 

For defraying the expenses of the Creek delegation now 
in the city of Washington, and with whom a treaty lias 
lately been concluded, $1,199 55. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


For the expenses of running and marking the eastern 


boundary line of the Creek country west of the Arkansas, 
$38,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Thecommittee recommend 
a concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Navajos.—For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Na- 
vajos, pursuant to the requirements of the tenth article of 
the treaty of September 9, 1249, $5,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. In submitting estimates in 

the early part of the session, this item was not 

sashatet ition it should have been; but it has been 

The committee recommend 
a concurrence in the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Seventeenth amendment: 

For fulfilling the stipulations contained in the fifth article 

of the treaty of the 16th of March, 1854, $41,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is an appropriation 
| for carrying out the stipulations of a new treaty. 
| The committee recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


| Eighteenth amendment: 

|| For surveying and marking the boundary of the reserr® 
| tion of land stipulated in the first article of the treaty of 

| 16th of March, 1854, $1,200. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON. The appropriation here re 
_ommended is also for carrying out a treaty stipe 
| lation. The committee recommend a concurrenct: 
‘The amendment was concurred in. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON. My attention has been called 
to an omission which I had overlooked mys! 
|| The Senate amend the bill by striking out the fol- 
| lowing words, from line four hundred and four- 
|, teen to four hundred and seventeen: 

For agricultural implements, during the pleasure of ( 


payme 
of the ueaty wo 


rth article of the 


48 provided jy 


President, stipulated in the fourth artiele ef the treaty of the 
15th of July, 1830, $500. 
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last two = r 
eae by the Senate in lieu thereof. The | 
subset / 


mittee recommend the striking out of this 
comt t 


‘atnendments concurred in were ] For fourth of fifty installments, at the rate of five per 
centum, &c. 


Thirty-second and thirty-third amendments: 


|| Page thirty one, line seven hundred and twenty-four, 


clause. strike out and insert as in the foregoing. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The nineteenth amendment was to strike out 


the following words: | 

and Missourias.—For education, during the pleas- 
0 aes President, stipulated in the fourth artucle of the 

on yf the 2lst of September, 1833, Z500. 

realy ‘ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 


a concurrence. ’ di 
The amendment was concurred In. 


Twentieth amendment: | 
ling the stipulations contained in the fifth article 
g 15th of March, 1854, $29,000. 


Thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth amendments: 


Page thirty-one, line seven hundred and twenty-nine, 
strike out and insert as in the foregoing. 


The question was then taken on the twenty- 
eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-first, thirty- 
second, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, and thirty- 
fifth amendments; and they were severally con- | 
curred in. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: . 


That the President be authorized to confirm to the Sioux 
of Minnesota, forever, the reserve on the Minnesogggiver, 
now occupied by them, upon such conditions as may 
deem just. And further, that it be agreed between the Uni 
ted States and the Sioux bands of Indians, that should it, 
tion of land supuia any time hereafter, be considered by the United States as 
15th of March, 1834, $800. a proper policy to establish farms among and for the benefit 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend a | of said Indians, it shall be discretionary with the Presid nt, 

on rence in these amendments. by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to change 
or 1 


con 7 . the annuilies herein provided for, or auy part thereof, into 
The amendments were concurred in. a fund for that purpose. 


Twenty-second amendment was to strike out of Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
lowing clause the words ‘‘twenty-seventh, and Means recommend a concurrence in that 


the fol! nge - : "te 
and insert in lieu thereof the word ‘* twentieth: amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forinterest to be paid as annuity, on $200,000, at six per 
cent. per annum, stipulated in the resolution of the Senate of 


the 27th of May, 1836, $12,000, 
Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 


a concurrence. s 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-third amendment: 


Rogue Rivers.—Tor the first of sixteen installments in 
blankets, clothing, farming utensils, and stock, stipulated 
in the third article of the treaty of the 10th of September, 


1853, $2,500. 
Twenty-fourth amendment: 


For the purchase of agricultural implements, clothing, 
and such other articles as may be deemed conducive to the |, 959, 


comfort and necessities of said Indians, and for the ex- ; - : - 
penses of such permanent improvements as may have been Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of W ays 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 


made by claimants to land on the reserve named in the sec- 
ond article of the treaty, stipulated in the third articie of The amendment was concurred in. 
Thirty-ninth amendment: 


the treaty of the 10th of September, 1853, 35,000. 
For paying the expenses and fees of witnesses summoned 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 
For payment for the property of the whites destroyed || . 

. in said investigation, by the United States, at the instance 
of Alexander Ramsey, $350. 


For fulfil ' 
of the treaty of the 

Twenty-first amendment: 

sop surveying and marking the boundary of the reserva- | 

dy “stipniated in the first article of the treaty of the | 


| 


Thirty-seventh amendment: 


For defraying the expenses of witnesses, marshal, attor- 
ney, notary, interpreter, and stationery, and copying evi- 
dence in the investigation of the official conduct of Alex- 
ander Ramsay, late Governor of Minnesota, $720. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-eighth amendment: 


For services of Robert A. Matthews, for copying the pro 
ceedings and evidence in said investigation, under employ 


during the late war, stipulated in the third article of the 
treaty of the L0th of September, 1853, $15,000. | 
Twenty-sixth amendment: 


For compensation and expenses of commissioners, stipu- || and Means recommend a concurrence. 
a -— article of the treaty of the 10th of Septem- The amendment was concurred in. 

er, 1853, $5,000. ‘“ 

Twenty-seventh amendment: || Fortieth amendment: ; 

For the erection of three dwelling-houses for the princi Por payment to Thompeon panely end James Connoly, 
pal chiefs of said tribe, stipulated in the fourth article of the children of John Connoly, deceased, $200. 
treaty of the 10th of September, 1853, $1,500: Provided, | 
That no payment shall be made to said Rogue River In- | 
dians, or to claimants referred to in these provisions, until | 
said tribe shall have assented to the amendments of the 
Senate of the United States to the treaty, on account of 
which the several sums are appropriated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. These amounts are all due 
under the recent treaty with Indian tribes, and | 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommend | 
a concurrence. | 

The question was taken on the twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth, and | 
twenty-seventh amendments, and they were seve- 
rally concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth amendments: Umpquas. (Cow Creek Band. )—For first of twenty in- 
Page thirty, line seven hundred and thirteen, strike outthe | stailments in blankets, clothing, provisions, and stock, stip- 
| 
| 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
| Forty-first amendment: 


Stockbridges.—For the removal of the Stockbridge In- 


bas been selected for and approved by them, and for subsist- 
ence for one year, stipulated in the eighth article of the treaty 
of 24th November, 1848, 37,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-second amendment: 


word “‘ third,” and insert in lieu thereof the word“ fourth.» |, @/ated in the ‘third article of the treaty of the 19th of Sep- 
and after the word installments’ strike out the words “of || ‘ember, 1853, $550. 
interest ;” ake i s 
. my #0 as to make the clause read: | Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Waysand 
’ 
or fourth of fifty installments, at the rate of five per || Meang recommend a concurrence. The amount 
| 
| 


centum, &c. , | in't nd the following amendment is due under 
Mr. HOUSTON. The twenty-eighth and |! the treaty of 1853. 


ooh eden ere thirty-first, thirty-sec- The amendment was concurred in. 
» and thirty-third, thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth || . y 
amendments, commencing at line seven indeed 1! Porty-third amenduient: 


and thi i ; o urchase of blankets, clothing, and goods, stipu- 
and tea _ gone down to line seven hundred testa fares first clause of the third article of the ear of 
y-four, are all of thesamecharacter. They || j9:, September, 1853, $1,000. 

are made necessary by the two Houses of Congress 1 M HOUSTON . The C ittee of W 

indin® anticipated the installment due to these || M ave a e Vommittee 0 ays 
fans in the deficiency bill. ‘The third install- || and Means recommend a concurrence. 

ment was provided for in that bill as it passed the || ‘The amendment was concurred in. 

House. And these amendments are simply to | Forty-fourth amendment: 

make the number of the installments conform to || For the erection of two dwelling-houses, plowing and 


that which is now due to the Indians. Let the |, fencing a field, and purchasing seed, stipulated in the fourth 
Vote be taken on the whole of them together. article of the treaty of the 19th of September, 1853, $1 ,U00. 


histieth and thirty-first amendments: aM d 
age thirty, line apven husidied bad bist || and Means recommend a concurrence. 
the word third? and insert * fourth,” Sie aopens oa The amendmeut was concurred in. 


“Tn “of interest.” Forty-fifth amendment: 
¢ clause, as amended, reads: Utahs, —For falfilling treaty stipulations with the Utabs, 
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ment of Richard M. Young, one of the commissioners, | 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


dians to the country west of the Mississippi river, which | 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways | 
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pursuant to the requirements of the eighth article of the 
treaty of December 30, 1649, 35,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 





Forty-sixth amendment: 


In line nine hundred and forty one, under the title “ Win- 
nebagoes,”’ insert the words “fifth article of the,’’ so as to 
make the clause read— 

For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments, for pay 
of two physicians, stipulated in the fifth article of the 
treaty of the Lith of September, 1832, $400. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-seventh amendment: 


For the expenses of holding a council with, and making 
presents of goods and provisions to, the Blackfeet, Gros 
Ventres, and other wild tribes of Indians, immediately 
within or adjacent to the eastern boundary of Washington 
Territory, $00,000, 

Mr. HOUSTON. When this bill passed the 
House, | resisted that appropriation, and my opin- 
ion has not changed since that time, although 
the Senate has put it in; but the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-eighth amendment: 


To pay Andrew Taylor for his reservation of six hundred 
and forty acres of land at Citico-Old town, on the waters 
of the Tennessee river, $14,720, with interest from the 23d 
day of August, 1843. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-ninth amendment: 


For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbreaks among 
the Indians in Oregon Territory, $10,000, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Wuys 
and Mean& recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fiftieth amendment: 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Oregon Territory, $10,000, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-first amendment: 


For expenses of insurance and transportation of annuities 
payable to Indian tribes, $3,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifty-second amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
| Washington Territory, $15,000, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
|| and Means recommend a concurrence. 

|| The amendment was concurred in. 

Fifty-third amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of New Mexico, $25,000. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
| and Means recommend a concurrence. 
|| The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-fourth amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of Utah, $20,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
|| The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-fifth amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of Utah, during the year ending June 30, 1854, 
$10,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
+ and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The aniéndment was concurred in. 


Fifty-sixth amendment: 


For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Washington Territory, for six months ending June 30, 
1854, $5,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 

| and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment. was concurred in. 

Fifty-seventh amendment: 

For payment of balance due for transportation of pres- 
ents, goods, and provisions, to the Camanches, Kioways, 
and other [ndians on the Arkansas river, $1,200. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 

_and Means recommend a concurrence. 
| The amendment was concurred in. 
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Fifty-eighth amendment: 


To pay for certain goods borrowed by late agent, J. 5 
Watrous, to fulfill treaty stipulations with the Chippewas, 
to be replaced outoft annuity goods, but which, with the 
agency building, were consumed by fire, in May, 1853, 
21.136 03 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 

For paying to the Winnebago nation of Indians of certain 
un’xpended balanees of appropriations under various trea 
tes, on account of annuities, education, provisions, gouds, 
&c., $40,004 69 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment with an amendment. They have instructed 
meto move to insert, in the one thousand and 
fourteenth line, after the word ‘* payment ”’ the 
words ** in full;”’ so that the amendment will read: 

For payment in full to the Winnebago Indians, &c. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment, ag amended, was then con- 
curred in. 


Sixtieth amendment: 

For payment of balance found due the Creek Indians for 
losses sustained during the war with Great Britain, by that 
portion of the tribe who were friendly to, and cooperated 
with the United States, in addition to the appropriation of 
the J0:h of August, 1852, 256 10. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HOWE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following: 

Provided, ‘That the proper accounting officers of the De- 
partment of the Interior be authorized and directed to audit 
and settle the claim of John Randon, deceased, a friendly 
Creek Indian, (of the half blood,) for losses sustained and 
property destroyed by the hostile Creek Indians in the war 
of 1813-'14 in such manner, and upon such terms as may 
be just and equitable, the amount when so ascertained to 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to the heirs and legal representatives of the 
said Join Raudon: Provided, That the amount shall not 
exceed the sum of 5,925. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania if this is the report of one of 
the standing committees of the House? 

Mr. HOWE. It is not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I mean to say, has any com- 
mittee of the House examined the claim ? 

Mr. HOWE. Ithas been examined by myself, 
but not by any committee. The reason why I 
propose this amendmentat the present time is, that 
the Senate amendment is for a claim of the same 
description as the one for which I have offered my 
amendment. 

Some days ago this claim was placed in my 
hands for examination as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. It was upon the me- | 
morial of Peter Randon, the son and administrator 
of John Randon, deceased. The history of the 
matter is substantially this: It appears that during 
the Creek war of 1813 and 1814 a portion of the 
Creek nation remained friendly to the United | 
States. ‘They codperated with us in fighting our 
battles. During the war depredations were com- 
mitted upon the property of the friendly Indians 
by those who were hostile to us toa very con- 
siderable amount, and it was understood, at the 
time of the treaty between the Creek Indians and 
the United States Government, that the friendly 
Indians should be indemnified fortheir losses. No 
‘appropriation, however, was made for carrying 
this understanding or agreement into effect untila 
claim was presented in 1815, by a Creek Indian 
named Samuel Mannac, for $12,595, which was 
considered by Congress, and the War Department 
authorized and directed to settle the = upon 
just and equitable principles; and his claim was 
paid in full in May, 1816. Congress, at the ses- 
sion of 1817, passed a law appropriating $85,000 
to pay this whole class of claims. 


_= 


| not had an opportunity to look into it. 


| jection to them; and where I know nothitl 
the claim, as is the case in this instance, I let it || 


That was the | 


amount indicated by Mr. Hawkins, the Indian | 


agent, and was supposed to be sufficient to cover 
all that was due for spoliations committed on the | 
friendly Indians. The act passed, and the money 


disbursement. He went to the Creek country, 
and while there claims to the amount of $300,000 | 
were filed with him, which the chiefs cut down to | 


| 


}ance unpaid of $110,417 90. After the $85,000 
| had been disbursed, other claims were presented, 


a list of which is to be found in a supplemental 
abstract furnished by General Mitchell, published 
in House Document No. 200, first session, Twen- 
treth Congress, amounting in all to $9,770. These 
claims came tn too late to receive any share of the 
$55,000. The matter rested until 1824 in this 
position, Congress, of course, being occasionally 
importuned to make appropriation for their satis- 
facuion. | 

The subject was then again referred to the Com- 
mitteeof Ways and Means, and Mr. McLean, of 
Delaware, geported from that committee, that the 
$85,000 was considered in full payment, and that 
no further appropriation should be made. That 
settle@@he matter until 1852, when Congress made 
an appropriation of $110,417 90 to pay the balance 
of the liquidated claims, leaving then a half dozen 
claims, contained in the supplemental abstract, un- 
provided for, either by the act of 1817 or that of 
1852. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, [ have examined particu- 
larly into this claim of Peter Randon, and so far 
as | can see, it seems to be as just as any which 
have been provided for. | have moved the amend- 
ment here, because I found the sixtieth Senate 
amendment provided for the paymentof a balance 
found due the Creek lidians. It may be that the 
Senate amendment is intended for one of these half- 
dozen claims; and being proposed by the Senate 
amendment to make provision for one of them, 
{ thought proper to offer this amendment for 
another. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOWE. I hope that I may have the 
unanimous consent to explain a little further. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOWE. By the amendment it will be 
seen that | do not propose to appropriate any spe- 
cific sum of money. I simply propose to refer 
this claim of Peter Randon to the Department of 
the Interior, that it may be examined and com- 
pared with the claims which have already been 
audited and settled, and be adjusted on the same 
principles. I do not know anything about the 


price of the articles charged; but the Department | 


is toexamine and settle the matter, and when au- 


| dited and settled, the money is to be paid; but the 


amount to be paid, itis provided, shall not exceed 
$5,925. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know anything | 
about the claim to which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has referred. ‘The amendment of 
the Senate, to which it is proposed to be attached, 
1 understand him to say, provides for the same 
class of claims, yet that amendment was presented 
to us not only by the action of the Senate, but the 
action of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
It is indorsed also by the proper Department, 


| which has investigated, and fully and distinctly | 
| reported on the subject. 


I am not prepared to 
say whether the claim is right or wrong; I have | 
I would 
ask the gentleman whether it has been examined 
by any standing committee of the House? The 
course I have endeavored to pursue this session 
is, that where a committee examines a subject, 


| and brings forward an amendment, to let it pass 


without remark, unless | understand the subject 


thoroughly, and am of the opinion thatitis wrong. || 


In regard to the appropriation bills which are | 
under my direction, | make no resistance to 
amendments, unless | know of some Pooch ee: 


pass without a word from me. It seems to me 
that this committee ought to require that these 


claims should be presented by the order of some || 
standing committee of the House, and not by an || 


individual member. 
Mr. HOWE. Will the gentleman allow me | 

to make an explanation? I have written a some- | 

what_lengthy report, which I think I may say, 


| without affectation, will be of some service here- 


after, if itis reported and printed. I have drawn | 


| up a billin this case. This subject was referred | 
was placed in the hands of General Mitchell for | to me, as a member of the Committee on Military 


| Affairs. 
j 


I am persuaded that if this subject had | 
not come up until to-morrow, so that I could have | 
finished the report to-day, I should have had the | 


$195,417 90. The appropriation of $85,000 was | unanimous instructions of the Committee on Mil- 
divided pro rate among the claimants, under the || itary Affairs to report the bill. 


direction of the Secretary of War, leaving « bal- | 


Mr. HOUSTON. I do not feel it my duty to 
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‘of || 


—— uly 24, 
| resist an appropriation which is _— 
| by one of the standing committees of the teed 
unless it happens to be some matter whi » 
taicty witie ay jurisdiction. ich ig 
Mr. HO . Itis not tobe ex 

honorable chairman of the Commitien og atte 
and Means can look carefully into ever thie 
which passes here. I know that he has ‘ra 
amount of Jabor upon his hands, and | a ~ 
e 


that he is endeavoring to do everythi 
ling 
best for the country. rytning that ig 


Mr. HOUSTON. Thegentleman misy 
me. I did not mean to say that I would 
rything that ought to be included in t 
1 had not examined. But I must have some | 
to govern me in relation to the amendments vo 
are proposed to the appenerintion hills; and [ h ‘ 
adopted the rule as the safest for myself, and 
safest for the wholesome legislation of this Hou : 
that every committee shall take the responsibiliry 
of its own action as such. When amendmen 
ere proposed I put them upon the responsibili; 
of the committee that makes a favorable report ; 
regard to them, unless it may be in such cages a 
have examined, and believed to be wrong, 

Mr. HOWE. In reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama, I wish to remind him again that the 
amendment I have offered does not make an abso. 
lute appropriation, but it refers the case to the 
Department of the Interior to investigate jt, If 
they find it an honest claim, then it is to be paid 
but not otherwise. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, it was taken, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 


Sixty-first amendment: 

For payment to certain Creek Indians for their individual 
reserves, sold with the approbation of the Secretary of 
War, in the year 1841, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
having received the consideration for the use of said [y. 
dians in certificates of deposit on the Planters and Me. 
chanics’ Bank of Columbus, Georgia, which failing while 
said certificates were in the hands of the Commissiouer, 

| became lost to said Indians, $2,600. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I havea communication from 
the proper Department explaining that amend- 
ment. The amendment, however, explans itself, 
We received the money of the Indians, and kept 
the certificates till the bank failed. The result 
was, that the Indians lost their money. I think 
we ought to pay it to them. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-second amendment. 


For the expenses of making the necessary selections 
and surveys of land to accommodate the Indians residing 
within the State of Texas, agreeably to arrangements au- 
thorized by an act of the Legislature of that State, allowing 
the requisite jurisdition of the Government of the United 
States for such purposes, and for concentrating and sub- 
sisting them, and furnishing suitable stock cattle, agricul- 
tural implements, seeds, and other necessary articles 
incident thereto, $86,430. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The appropriation is in- 
_ tended to carry out an arrangement made between 
this Government and the State of Texas in rela- 
tion to the Indians within that region of the 
United States. Texas, by a law of her Legislature, 
has authorized the selection of certain quantities 
of land there for the purpose of placing the Indians 
upon it and taking care of them. This appro- 
priation is intended to enable the Department to 
make that selection of land, and to settle the lo- 
| dians thereon. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-third amendment: 
For the second and third of ten installments of provisions 


nderstood 
Oppose eve. 
his bill whieh 


|| and merchandise, in addition to former appropriations, (or 


payment of annuities and transportation of same to certain 
| tribes of Indians, per seventh article of the treaty at Fort 
| Laramie, of 17th of September, 1851, $24,000. 


| Sixty-fourth amendment: 


For the fourth of ten installments in provisions and wt 
chandise, for payment of annuities and transportation af 
the same to certain tribes of Indians, per seventh aides 
the treaty at Fort Laramie, of 17th of September, 1851, 
$72,000. 


Sixty-fifth amendment. 


For surveying and marking boundary lines of such fract 
or tracts of land as may be provided under the stipulation 


of the amendments of the Senate to the treaties of - 
July and 5th August, 1851, with the Sioux Indians, $1, 
Sixty-sixth amendment: se 
For expenses of negotiating treaties of the tenth of © 
tember, 1853, with the cae river Indians, and of the -” 
of September, 1853, with the Cow Creek band of Ump? 
Indians, $5,000. 
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Mr HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


1 Means recommend concurrence in those 
and Me: 


endments. ‘ af 
The question was taken: and the sixty-third, 


sixty-fourth, sixty-fifth, and sixty-sixth amend- 
eeY verally concurred in. 


ments were S© 
Ss xty-seventh amendment: 
Dee forty five; at the end of the seventh line of the 
a j section add the following words: 

ya olibit the payment of any claim or claims (other 

“e S e » of agents or attorneys for claims) for hona fide 
= s = eendered to any Indian tribe, in cases where the 
aes may adjudge such service necessary, and the 
an - claims therefor just and reasonable. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 


amendment. : 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


se 


Sixty-eighth amendment: 
For defraying the expenses of continuing the removal 
and subsistence of Indians in California, three military res- 
, tions, in accordance with the plan submitted by the 
whee tendent of Indian affairs of that State, and approved 
a President, the sum of $200,000: Provided, That no 
by on of this amount shall be paid over to the present su- 
ndent of Indian affairs, until he shall account satis- 
jactorily for the amount already drawn by him out of for- 
mer appropriations. And that, hereafter, no more than 
@),000 shall be drawn by the said superintendent, or bein 
his hands unexpended at one and the same time : And pro 
vided, The sub-agents created by this act shall be appointed 
by the superintendent, subject to confirmation by the Sec- 
retary of the [nterior, not to exceed one for each reserva- 
tion, nor three in all, said reservations to contain not less 
than five nor more than ten thousand acres 5 and the said 
superintendent Is authorized to apply, out of the sum here 
by appropriated, not exceeding $25,000, in the extinguish 
ment of conflicting titles and rights to said reserved lands 
at a price not excee ding st 25 per acre, fora valid and in- 
defeasible title to the land so purchased: nd provided, 
The State of California shall cede the necessary jurisdic- 
tion in such cases with regard to the land so purchased. 


Mr. JONES, of New York. I wish to ask a 

uestion of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. I wantto know why the pro- 
viso in that clause was inserted? 
proviso which reads as follows: 

“ Provided, That no portion of the amount shall be paid 
over to the present superintendent of Indian affairs until 
he shall account satisfactorily for the amount already drawn 
by him out of former appropriations. ”’ 

What is the necessity of that proviso? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was just going to explain 
it. The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a concurrence in that amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with an amendment, which is to strike out the 
proviso to which the gentleman from New York 
has referred, leaving in the word ‘* provided,”’ 
however, and excluding the word “appropria- 
tions.”’ 


port 
periite 


I refer to the 


At the time the Senate acted upon this bill, and 


amended it by the phraseology which is now be- 
fore the committee, Lieutenant Beale was super- 
intendent of Indian affairs in California. For some 
cause or other, the Senate saw fit—and I believe 
it was from the fact that his accounts had not been 
rendered, and no settlement had taken place be- 
tween him and the Department for large amounts 
of money which had been disbursed by him for 
many months—I say, the Senate saw fit to put in 
that proviso for the purpose of keeping money out 
of his hands until he had made a settlement with 
the Department for the amounts of money which 
he previously had drawn and disbursed. 

Before, however, the Committee of Ways and 
Means acted upon the Senate amendment, Lieu- 
tenant Beale was removed from the superintend- 
ency of Indian affairs in California, and another 
gentleman appointed in his place. The com- 
mittee, therefore, as the reason which induced the 
Senate to introduce the proviso in question does 
no longer exist, recommend that the proviso be 
striken out, and the amendment otherwise con- 
curred in. The word ‘‘said,’’ in the twenty- 
second line, before the word “superintendent” 
must, of course, be stricken out, to make the 


language conform to the clause when the proviso | 


18 stricken out. 
The question was taken upon the amendment 
to the amendment; and it was agreed to. 
he Senate amendment, as amended, was then 
concurred in. 
Sixty-ninth amendment: 


oun general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
alifornia, embracing expenses of travel of the superin- 
tendent and agent, &c., $25,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a concurrence. 


he amendment was concurred in. 
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| should have aclerk. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. 


Seventieth amendment: l 


For payment to David Carter, as an emigrant, of the || 
amount of his improvements, valued ander the treaty with || 


the Cherokees in J28, in pursuance of the sixth article 
thereot, $2,826 50. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-first amendment: 

For payment to A. V. Brown and others, Chickasaw 
traders, for ransom of George W. and Meredith Wilson 
from the Camanche Indians, and to reward the services of 
persons engaged in that service, $1,000 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommer d a concurrence, 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-second amendment: 


To enable the President to negotiate a treaty with the 


Indians in Michigan, and to change the terms of existing 
treaties, $10,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-third amendment: 


For a clerk to the superintendent of Indian affairs in the 
Territory of Washington, $1,800; and for aclerk to the 
superintendent of Ludian affairs in the Territory of New 
Mexico, $1,000; to be allowed in the discretion of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. We did not believe these clerks were 
necessary for these Governors. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the House will not 
strike out that amendment. I speak particularly 
with regard to the Territory of Washington, 
where I know it is very necessary the Governor 
1 do not know so with refer- 
ence to New Mexico, but I understand the same 
assistance is needed there. 1 hope the House will 
sustain the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope not. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Seventy-fourth amendment: 

Sec. 3. .and be it further enacted, That the President be 
authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen 
ate, to appoint a superintendent of Indian affairs for the 
‘Territory ot Utah, who shali receive an annual salary of 
$2,000, and whose duty it shall be to exercise a general 
superintendence over all the Lndian tribes in Utah, and to 
exercise and perform ali the powers and duties assigned by 

| law to other superintendents of Indian affairs. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave a word to say in ref- 
erence to this amendment, and if any members of 
the Committee of Ways and Means are present, 
I desire their attention. The amendment proposes 


| intendent of Indian affairs in the Territory of 
Utah. The Committee of Ways and Means have 
recommended a non-concurrence in the amend- 
| ment of the Senate, and that is the reason why | 
| desired the ear of the members of that committee. 
| confess that my judgment is for a concur- 
rence with the Senate in the amendment. And 
my opinions are formed from the fact that the pe- 
culiar institutions which prevail in Utah are all of 
a character that should induce us to separate these 
| important offices. I believe it to be the duty of 
the Government to take care of the Indians better 
| than they will be taken care of by the Governor 
| of Utah Territory. 

Iam opposed to separating the offices in the 
other Territories, but | believe that in Utah it 
should be done. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, however, think otherwise. 

Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will not 
concur in the amendment of the Senate. I am 


tories. 
raised to $3,000, for the very reason that he per- 
forms the duties of both the offices which you 
now seek to separate. 
any distinction between Utah and the other Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to ask the chairman 
| of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
| peculiar institutions exist in Utah to which he 
refers? 


I refer the gentleman from 
New York to a debate which took place a month 


or six weeks ago upon a motion of my colleague | 


in reference the dis- 


over the 7 {Mr. Coss] 
e public lands in Utah. 


position of t 


of answering my question. 
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to separate the offices of Governor and super- | 


opposed to duplitating these offices in the Terri- | 
The salary of the Governor of Utah was | 


| am opposed to making | 


Mr. WALSH. That is a very obscure way | 


leat 1895 


Mr. HOUSTON. That debaie brings the whole 


matter up. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. Independent of the 
objection of polygamy, there is another objection 
which should induce us to concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. The Governor of the Terri- 
tory, who is now the superintendent of Indian 
affairs,is openly hostile to the whole race of In- 
dians. I hope the amendment of the Senate will 
be concurred in. I think it is due to the Indians 
of that Territory that we should concur in it. 

Mr. BERNHISEL. I hope the amendment of 
the Senate will be non-concurred in. The Gov- 
ernor of Utah has discharged his duties as super- 
intendent of Indian affairs in a very able manner. 
He isa father to the Indians. [Roars of laughter.} 
Since he has been Governor, he has uniformly 
practised kindness to the Indians. I hope that 
the House will non-concur in the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to say a word. The 
Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office are pressing and urgent on 
this subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Secretary of 
the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs are anxious that the superintendency of In- 
dian affairs should, in all cases, be separated from 
the office of Governor. If you set the precedent 
in this case, the change will be made in all the 
other Territories. This is the first step to dupli- 
cate the offices in all the Territories. I hope the 
amendment may be non-concurred in. 

If there be anything peculiar in Utah Territory 
why the superintendency of Indian affairs there 
should be separated in consequence of the present 
incumbent exercising both oiea.tia President of 
the United States and the Senate can correct it by 
appointing somebody else. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Seventy-fifth amendment: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act to establish the territorial government of Utah, approved 
the 9th of September, 1850, as requires the Governor of said 
Territory to perform the duties of superintendent of Indian 
affairs, and authorizes him to receive a ealary therefor, in 
addition to the salary allowed for his services as Governor, 
be repealed, and that the Governor of said Territory shall 
hereafter receive an annual salary of $2,500. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-sixth amendment: 


Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, Thatthe President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to cause to be 
fulfilled the stipulations of the ninth and tenth articles of 
the treaty with the Sacs and Foxes, and other tribes of In 
dians, concluded on the 15th of July, 1830, by causing said 
reserved tracts to be surveyed and allotted to the persons 
properly entitled to the same, in fee-simple, in such manner, 
and under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe ; 
aud to defray the expenses of the same, there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated the sum of 310,922 29. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The seventy-seventh amendment: 

Sec. 6, ind be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and 
with the. advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint two 
Indian agents tor the Indians east of the Rocky Mountaine, 
in addition to¢he eleven provided for by the fourth section 
of the act entitled “* An act making appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian departinent,”’ 
&c , approved February 27, 1851 ; one Indian agent for the 
Indians in the Territory of New Mexico, in addition to the 
four provided for by the fifth section of the same act; and 
such number of Indian agents, not exceeding three, as he 
may deem expedient for the Indian tribes in the Territory of 
Washington. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is an appropriation 
made necessary by appropriations made in the first 
part of the bill. ee 

The qi,estion was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes seventy-four—— 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Keitr and Cumeman were 
appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 99, noes 19. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-eighth amendment: 


Sec. 7. and be it further enacted, That the agents ap 
pointed under the proVieicns of the stath section of this act, 


I demand tellers. 


ee 
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shali, beiore entering upon the duties of their respective 
offices, give bond in such penalties, and with such condi- 
tions and euch security as the President or Secretary of the 
Iuterior may require. They shall hold their offices, respect 
ively, for the term of four years, and shall receive an an- 
nual salary of #1,500. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-ninth amendment: 


Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That to such Chero 
kees a» were omitted in the census taken by D. W. Siler, 
bat who were tncluded and paid under the act of July, 
1448, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs be authorized 4o 
pay them the same per capita allowance that was paid the 
other Tedians under that distribution, provided the Com 
missioner efiall be satisfied that they ought to be included 
in said per capita distribution, and that the sum of 35,000 
be appropriated for that purpose. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
a concurrence, 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The committee recommend 


Eightieth amendment: 

Bec. 0. .and he it further enacted, That the President 
be, und be is hereby, authorized, by and with the assentof 
the Lodian tribes, respectively, to be obtained in due form, 
to enter into treaties with the various ludian Uibes, to re 
deem and extinguish the perpetual annuities, or the pay 
ment Of interest perpetually upon sums of money required 
to be held in trust, or invested in stocks, by either paying 
to said tribes the par value or equivalent of the said annul- 
ties and perpetual interest, either in whole or in annuities, 
for & tern Of years, as he, in his judgment, may deem most 
advantageous to the Indians, respectively. 


Mr. HOUSTON, The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment with anamendment. ‘They recommend to 
strike out of the second line, after the word * au- 
thorized,’’ the words ** by and with the assent of 
the Indian tribes, respectively, to be obtained in 
due form,” and make it so as to read: 

And he it further enacted, That the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to enter into treaties with the various 
Indian tribes, &c. 

The object of the amendment, as proposed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, is very evi- | 
dent. The amendment of the Senate proposed to | 
obtain the assent of the Indian tribes, and in this |! 
way to change the mode of payment of their an- 
nuities. For instance, the annuities to be paid in 
money might be authorized to be paid in goods of | 
one kind or another; or tt might be agreed to pay 
larger installments, and so shorten the term of their 
payments. This, in the estimation of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, would be substan- 
tially a new treaty with the tribes. The commit- 
tee, therefore, thought it better that, in so many 
words, the President should have power to enter 
into treaties with the various Indian tribes to ac- 
complish this object. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 am opposed to that amend- 
ment. After all our experience with the Indians, 
1 am not in favor of this Government seeking now 
to make a better bargain with them. I am op- 
posed to buying these perpetual annuities, because 
the day will never arrive when these Indians, these 
relics of former large tribes, will cease to need 
our aid. 

I do not believe it is the policy of this Govern- 
ment, or that it is in accordance with the duty of 
the Government to the Indians, to extinguish 
these perpetual annuities for cash in hand, which 
they will soon use upand squanderaway. If we 
do that, we shall soon see them outcasts and wan- 
derers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
gentleman that he is not opposed to the amend- 
ment to this amendment. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 am opposed to the purchase of 
these perpetual annuities. 

Mr. JONES. But if it is to be done, you are 


in favor of having it done by treaty? 


Mr. HOWE. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment requires 
that it shall be done by treaty, and that requires 
the consent of two thirds of the Senate, and, so | 
far, it is a protection of the rights of the Indians. | 

The question was then taken on the amendment | 
to the amendment of the Senate; and it was agreed 


| 
to. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. During this session of Con- i 


THE CON 


a 








visions, and they were discussed in the House. | 
But a bill of that character, proposing to have | 
that general end in view, and*author‘zing the | 
President of the United States to make proposi- 

tions to change existing annuities, and existing 

treaties, passed the Hause by a large majority. 

The Committee of Ways and Means, taking that 

as the express judgment of the House, and in 

accordance with their own separate judgment, 

saw fit to recommend a concurrence in this | 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope this 
amendment will not be adopted by the House. 
It seems to me it should be voted down. The 
effect will be to induce us to make treaties imme- 
diately with the Indians, by which we should be | 
able to buy up these perpetual annuities, and pay 
them the money in hand, which will be wasted, in 
most cases, in a short time. The Indians will 
then be upon our hands, to be supported by us, 
or we will have to turn them loose upon the world. 
{ call for tellers upon the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Morcan 
and SKELTON were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes fifty-seven—not a sufficient number, being 
less than a majority of a quorum. 

So the amendment, as amended, was not con- 
curred in. 





Kighty-first amendment: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to settle and pay the claims on file 
for reservations, and for rents and improvements, under the 
thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee treaty of | 
29:h of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stipulations 
of the third article of the treaty of August 8, 1846, the sum 
heretofore appropriated for those purposes, and carried to 
the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated. 

Mr. GROW. IL move to make two or three 
verbal amendments to that amendment. 
I move, in the second line, between the words 
‘*the’’ and ‘‘on,’’ to strike out the word *‘claims,’’ 
and to insert the words ‘‘awards of commission- | 
ers.’’ In the third line, after the word ‘‘reserva- 
tions,’’ | move to insert the word **preémptions;”’ 
and in the fourth line, after the word ‘‘the,’’ | 
move to insert the word ‘‘twelfth;’’ so that the 

amendment, as amended, would read: 


That to enable the Secretary of the Interior to settle and 


| pay the awards of commissioners, on file for reservations, | 


preémptions, and for rents and improvements, under the 
tweltth, thirteenth and sixteenth articles of the Cherokee 
treaty of 291th of December, 1835, in pursuance of the stip- | 
ulations of the third article of the treaty of August 8, 1846, 
the sum heretofore appropriated for those purposes, and 
carried to the surplus fund, is hereby reappropriated. 


There are two or three awards for preémptions, 
and it is neceseary that the word should be in- 
serted in order to include them. This amend- 
ment is to cover the awards made by the commis- 
sioners who were appointed to examine theclaims. | 
| think, therefore, the words ‘‘ awards of commis- | 
sioners’’ should be inserted, instead of ‘* claims;’’ | 
for this appropriation is not to pay all the indefi- | 
nite claims made, whether awarded by the com- | 
missioners or not. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to. 
The amendment, as amended, was then con- 
curred in. 


Eighty-second amendment: 
Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That, for the payment 
of the balance of per capita due the Cherokee Indians re- | 
siding in the States east of the Mississippi river, under the 
treaty of 1835, and supplemental treaty of May, 1836, ac- 
cording to the stipulation of the tenth article of the treaty | 
of August 8, 1846, the sum of $92,625 18: Provided, That | 
the same shall be reimbursed from the sums of money 
hereafier to be paid to the Western Cherokees, in such 
manner and in such amounts as the President of the Uni- 

ted States may direct. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that | 
amendment. 

This is the item which was so ably discussed 
by thegentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow} 
when this bill was before the House a month or 
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| 1835, 1836. 
' ties were gubmitted to the Senate of the United 





six weeks ago. The House then rejected the ap- 
propriation, and I hope they will again reject it 
now. 


Mr. GROW. This claim has been before the 


gress, this House has passed a bill, by a large || Committee on Indian Affairs, and was very fully 


majority, proposing, in some way, to accomplish | 
ry very cal. penal to be raualied by his | 
amendment. I remember I opposed the bill—_| 
which was introduced by the gentleman from | 
South Carolina, [Mr. Oxnz]—or some of its pro- | 


: 
! 


| investigated, and reported unanimously by them. 
| It was offered when the Indien bill was up ona 


former occasion, and adopted by the committee, 
but was lost in the House. 
Mr. Chairman, I shall find it impossible, in the 
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’ 
five minutes allotted to me, to — 
this claim. Itrests upon treaty stipulauone ie of 
obligations which this Government is under to ne 
this money exist under two treaties. In e453. 
treaty was made between the Government a1 - 
part of the Cherokee nation, purchasin ro 
lands, for which we agreed to pay $5,000 tno. ee 
1836 a supplemental treaty was made by ae 


the Government agreed to pay $600 
in all $5,600,000 as the treaty Tend, We: oh 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I w is 
whether the amendment which the re 
vocates was recommended by the G ; 
Indian Affairs? x mene sy 

Mr. GROW. It was fully examine 
Committee on Indian Affaire. and Sonia 
agreed to. 1am now briefly stating the facts of 
the case. ‘ 

A portion of the Indians emigrated under th 
treaty of 1835-"36 to what is now the State of 
Arkansas. By a subsequent arrangement the 
were removed west of Arkansas. A difficulty grew 
up between the John Ross party and the treaty. 
making party. Ross refusing to remove oni 
the treaty, General Scott was sent, in 1838, to re. 
move them by force. He made a supplemental 
arrangement with John Ross, by which he was to 
pay $65 90 the head for the removal of these In- 
dians, provided eighty days were occupied in the 
removal. If more time was occupied, he was to 
pay proportionately greater, and if less, then Ross 
was to refund in that proportion. From eight 
to one hundred and fifty-five days was taken ip 
the removal of different detachments of these In- 
dians. The Cherokees, remaining in the States 
claim that they are not to be prejadiced by any 
such arrangement as that. The Government, in 
1846, made a new treaty with all the Cherokees, 
Owing to the large amount of the cost of their 
removal, difficulties arose in settling the amount 
still due per capita, and to settle these, the Cher. 
okees east and west, and others in the States, en- 
tered into new stipulations with the Government 
in 1846. In that treaty, the Cherokee nation 
agreed to pay all the claims the Government had 
against them for removal and subsistence, includ. 
ing these large outlays under the arrangement 
with General Scott. 

But the tenth article of the treaty of 1846 ex- 
pressly provides that the Cherokees remaining in 
the States are not in any way to be prejudiced or 

njured in any of their rights under the treaty of 
By the treaty of 1846, these difiicul- 


States, as umpire between the United States and 
the Creek Nation. Mr. Sebastian, chairman of 
the committee of the Senate, to which the matter 
was referred, reported $1,571,346 53 to be due the 
Cherokees. The treaty provided that it shouldbe 
paid per capita. Whatever money, therefore, is 
now appropriated,is to be paid to these Indians 
per capita, and it cannot be paid to anybody else, 
I state this, for there are gentlemen who will not 
vote money when they have the impression that 
agents are concerned. They think that the money, 
instead of going to the Indians, is only swallowed 
up by the agents. No agent can touch this money; 
for itis to be paid by the treaty, to the Indians 
themselves, per capita. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs took the decision of the Senate, acting a8 
umpire between the Cherokee Nation and the 
Government—add to it $22,212 76, expense of 
Cherokee committee, improperly deducted from 

the treaty fund. - 
{Here the hammer fell.] , 
Mr. GROW. I move a pro forma amendment, 
so that | may complete my statement. 
Cries of **Go on !’?] 

r. GROW. We took the decision of the 
umpire. We added to that $22,212 76 that was 
| taken from their fund, and for which act we could 
‘find no provision in the treaty. By the treaty of 
1835-6, $600,000 of spoliations and expenses of 
“removal were to be deducted from the treaty fund; 
but the spoliations and removals, so charged, 
-amounted to. $25,414 09 more than $600,000. 
_The Cherokees claim that, under the treaty, | 
‘could not exceed $600,000. That would leave 
| $1,638,973 38 due at that time. To whom was 
‘itdue? Under the treaty of 1846, it would be 
| due to all the Cherokees, aking he eastern and 
western Cherokees together, a deducting all 

the expenses that are provided for in the treaty 


1846, which would include the expenses of '* 
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Pennsylvania. Here is what Mr. 
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——— “ 
arranged by General Scott, the excess 
over twenty dollars per head cannot be || 
ved from the treaty fund, 8o far as the east- | 
geauc te , f fs . : < » 
Cherokees are concerned; for by the tenth a 
ern UD D n 
viele of the treaty of 1846— 
U -. expressly agreed that nothing in the foregoing 
aa tained shall be so construed as in any manner to 
ty or abridge any rights or claims which the Cher- 
pi residing in the States east of the Mississippi 
coe or may have, under the treaty of 1835, and the 
nve ’ 


supplement thereto.” 

Their rights are to be determined, then, by the 

ty of 1835 and 1836, by which removal is fixed 
— nty dollars per head, and no greater sum 
pe id therefore be charged to the treaty fund, so 
rr the eastern Cherokees are concerned . And 
that would —— amount provided for in this 
ul ue. 

ihe Cherokees who remained in the 
States, and have become citizens under the laws 
of the States, be prejudiced in any of their rights 
eecured by treaty, by any act of Genera! Scott, 
acting as agent of the Government, or by any act 
of a portion of the tribe to which their assent was 
never given? The merits of the claim rest upon 
this brief statement of facts. 3 

Mr. HOUSTON. i had had a very limited 
opportunity of examining this claim when I dis- 
cussed the question before. I have since examined 
it, and | think I can satisfy even the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania that there is no foundation for 
the claim. As I have but little time, I will make 
my statements as brief as possible. In the report 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 
Grow, ] and also the report made by Mr. Sesas- 
Tian, of the Senate, they make a balance due the 
eastern Cherokees; and the calculation is made 
under the most favorable circumstances for them, 
the legitimate expenses being deducted, and noth- 
ing more. The very expenses which all admit 
ought to be deducted, are deducted, and this leaves 
$1,571,000 for the whole of the Cherokees. Well, 
sir, the error of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Grow) is this: He overlooks the $523,000, 
one half of that amount which is due under the | 
treaty to the old settlers, the western Cherokees. || 
Those Cherokees who left the States at an early || 
period, and never did obtain.any consideration for 
their lands, were just as much entitled to their 
share—every one of them—as the eastern Chero- 
kees were. Every one of them was entitled to his 
proportion of the purchase money given for these 
lands. Well, sir, the gentleman goes on and | 
makes out, and the Senate committee go on and 
make out, that the Cherokees east were entitled to 
have received $1,571,346 53; and they propose | 
that all should be given to the eastern Cherokees. 

But, sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania for- | 
got to deduct the $523,782 17 which is due to the | 
old settlers—due to a branch of the tribe that had 
left the States, but who were as much entitled to || 
a share of the purchase money as any other branch | 
of the tribe. Now, if you deduct that $523,782 | 
from the amount claimed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to be due after deducting the proper | 
expenses, you leave them $1,047,564 35. Take 
the gentleman’s own positions, as laid down in his | 
speech, and this leaves $10,153 due to the Chero- | 
kees east, and no more. I have no doubt, how- | 
ever, but that this is wrong, I have no doubt | 
that if the settlement were fairly and honestly | 
mh they would be found entitled to more than | 

at. 

Here is one thing further, however; and I have 
omitted a good many points which I think con- | 
clusive. Here is the opinion of Attorney Gen- 
eral Crittenden on the same section of the treaty. | 
My friend from Pennsylvania claims on the tenth | 
section; and if that doctrine were so, he would | 
have got no claim at all. 1 hold in my hand the | 
opinion of Attorney General Crittenden, made in 
relation to these very Cherokees. They wanted | 
& part of the appropriation made in 1850, and a 
part of the appropriation of 1851. And the ques- 
tion came up, and was presented to the Attorney | 
General, whether, on their leaving the States, they | 
could receive any part of this appropriation. Mr. 
Crittenden, in his Opinion, goes on to consider 
that tenth article just precisely in the manner in 
Which I regarded it when the matter was up be-| 
fore, and precisely in opposition to the construc- | 


rreaty C 
t 


take aW 


| main, aod did remain. 





terms that they were ‘ qualified to take care of themselves 
and their property.’ It may be that some not thus quali 
fied did remain, contrary to the terms of the treaty, and 
have become mingled with those that were entitied to re- | 
But as it would be difficult now to | 
make any discrimination, or to enforce a forfeiture upon 
the very loose and uncertain terms of their not possessing 
the required qulification, and as to the tenth article of 
the treaty of 1846, which recognizes the right of those re- 


|| siding east of the Mississippi river, makes no discrimina 
| tion, and excludes none on account of their having re- 
| mained in supposed violation of the treaty, I think it is 
; now too late to question their rights on that ground; and, 


consequenUy, they must be adinitted among the distribu- 
tees.”? 


To the fourth question submitted to him, 
whether if any of the Cherokees who have never 
removed west of the Mississippi river were en- 
titled, they might be required to emigrate, as a 
condition precedent to their being paid, he an- 
swers as follows: 


‘The treaty of 1835, article twelve, conceded the rights 
of individuals and families of Cherokees, who were averse 


| to aremoval to the Cherokee country west of the river Mis- 


sissippi, to remain east, and to receive their due portions of 
the money to be distributed per capita. The treaty of 1846, 
article tenth, recoguized these claims of the Cherokees, 
then, at the date of the treaty, residing east of the Missis- 
sippie On this subject I have hereinbefore expressed 
my views. To require those Indians so residing east of 
the Mississippi river, at the date of the treaty of August, 
1346, to remove te the Cherokee country west, as a con- 
dition precedent to their being paid their dividends per 
capita of the balance of the purchase money for the lands 
east of the Mississippi river never ceded by their nation 
to the United States, would be without any authority of 
law, and a breach of the faith of the treaties of 1834 and of 
1546, as I firmly believe. ”? 


Mr. WHEELER. 
do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Cries of ** Question!’’ ** Question !”’ 

Mr. MATTESON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and 
WHEELER were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 45; not a majority of a quorum, 

So the amendment of the Senate was not con- 


I move that the committee 


| curred in. 


Eighty-third amendment: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Interior be authorized and required to investigate the 


| claim of the Brotherton tribe of Indians against the United 
| States, and report the facts to Congress at its next session, 


or earlier if practicable, together with an estimate for such 


| amount as may be found justly due the said Indians. 


Mr. HOUSTON, The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighty-fourth amendment: 


Amend the title, by adding to the end thereof the follow- 
ing words: * and for other purposes.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 


do now rise, and report the fortification bill and 
the Indian appropriation bill tothe House. 
Mr.STUART. lask the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to yield to me for a moment for a personal 
explanation ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. STUART. The gentleman gives way to 


| me for a moment, and I rise to a personal expla- 
| nation, 





tion given to that article by the gentleman from | 
rittenden says: | 


“The qualification required was expressed in these 


| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. You had betterdo 
that in the House, 

Mr. STUART. I desire to make the explana- 
tion here. It will occupy but a minute. 

I, this morning, asked a question of my col- 


league, (Mr. Srevens,] when he was making an 


gentleman from IIlinois, (Mr. W asusurne,) which 
question seemed to implicate one of the Senators 
from Iowa. I asked the question under a mistake, 


| from information which I had derived from an 


outside quarter. I did understand that one of the 


Senators from lowa (General Jones] had gone to | 
Mr. Forney, with my colleague from Michigan, || 


and advised him to make the alteration. 
understand, upon inquiry from Mr. Forney, that 
I was entirely deceived, and that General Jonzs 
never called on him, or spoke to him on the sub- 
ject. 


‘| question was asked. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Hovs- 
Ton’s motion, and it was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having © 


resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Watiey) 
reported that the Committee of the W hole on the 
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been brought to the attention of the House by the | 


But I | 


I desired to make this explanation when the | 
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state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House (No. 116) ** making 
appropriations for fortifications and other works 
of defense, and for repairs of barracks and quar- 
ters, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855;’" 
and the bill of the House (No. 46) ** making ap- 
propriations for the current an@ contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for 
the year ending June 30, 1855,’ with the amend- 
ments of the Senate thereto, both of which they 
had instructed him to report to the House, the 
former with sundry amendments, and the latter 
with recommendations that the House non-concur 
in some of the amendments of the Senate, concur 
in others, and concur in others still with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon both these bills. 1 suppose I may in- 
clude them both in the same motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would propose 
that a vote be taken on concurring in the report 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union in reference to the Senate amendments 
to the Indian appropriation bill. The committee 
have recommended to non-concur in some of the 
amendments, to concur in others, and to coneur 
in others still with amendments. Now I propose 
that by one vote we concur with the Committee 
of the Whole in its action, and thus dispose of 
the bill at once. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
jection to that course. 

The question was then taken, and the report of 
the Committee of the Whole in reference to the 
amendments of the Senate to the Indian appro- 
priation bill was concurred in. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move to reconsider the 
vote last taken, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FORPIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I now ask the previous 
question upon the engrossment of the fortification 
bill, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole were then severally read, and 
adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, was read the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw that motion until the previous question has 
been seconded. 

Mr. DISNEY. I will withdraw it for that pur- 

ose. 
F The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. DISNEY. I renew the motion that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. McNAIR. I think that we should adjourn. 
We shall be better able to do the business to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We should have the yeas 
and nays first on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. I movethat the Housedo 
now adjourn. 

The question was put; and, on 4 division, there 
were—ayes 49,-noes 81. 
Mr. WHEELER. 

motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 
| Mr. DISNEY. I withdraw the motion that the 
|| bill be laid upon the table. 


I have not the slightest ob- 


I demand tellers on the 


| and nays on the passage of the bill. 

|| Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I would like to 
| know whether the gentleman from Ohio has not 
| moved that the bill be laid upon the table? 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
| has withdrawn his motion. 

Mr. STUART. I renew it. 

|| The question was taken; ang the House refused 
\| to lay the bill upon the table. 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 


8 ee ie 


we 


Se ee ee a mentite ieee 


> 


: = Fos 
we bat shes 2 Bayh Trt > 


dime 


; 



































“The yeas and nays were ordered on the passage 


of the bill. 

Mr. SOLLERS. 
now adjourn, 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Tie SPEAKER pro tempore. 
not in order, as no business has intervened since 
a similar motion was made and voted down. 
cording to the decision of the regular occupant of 
the chair, there must be business changing the 
character of the bill before the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table can be renewed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion is 
not in order, because the previous question is oper- 
aung. 7 

The question was then taken upon the passage 
of the bill, and there were—yeas 72, nays 68; as 
followe: 

Y PAS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Belcher, Bell, Benson, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, 
Boyee, Bagg, Caskie, Chandler, Chrisman, Clingman, 
Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell ,Thomas 
DD). Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, 
Fuller, Goodrich, Harrison, Hibbard, Houaton, 
Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Macedon 
ald, McNair, Maxwell, Millson, Sichols, Andrew Oliver, 
Hishop Perkins, Phillips, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie, 
Robbins, Rewe, Seward, Shower, Simmons, Skelton, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Sol 
lere, Frederick P. Stanton, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 
Nathanie! G. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vail, Vansant, 
Walbridge, Walley, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler—72. 

NAY S— Mesers. Barksdale, Carpenter, Caruthers, Cham. 
berlain, Clark, Cook, Cox, Dawaon, Disney, Eastinan, 
Eddy, Ewing, Fenton, Flagler, Giddings, Green wood,Grey, 
Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks, Henn, Hill, Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindsley, MeCulloch, MeMullin, McQueen, Macy, 
Maiteson, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Noble, 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Pennington, 


I move that the House do 


I] move a call 


The motion is | 


Ac- | 


Howe, | 


Phelps, Powell, Pringle, Ruffin, Sabin, Sapp, Shannon, | 


Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Hes 
tor*l,. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Swart, David Start, 


Wade, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washbarn®, Wells, Daniel B. | 


Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—63. 
So the bill was passed. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon the latter 
motion | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. LILLY. I move that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House there- 
upon (at four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned till to- 
morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, July 25, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and of the Attorney General, to whom was re- 
ferred by a resolution of the Senate of the 3d Au- 
gust, 1846, the memorial of Kingsley B. Gibbs, 
executor of Zephaniah Kingsley, praying to be 
allowed interest on his claims arising under the 
ninth article of the treaty of 1819, between the 
United States and Spain, communicating their 
opinions on said claim, and the liabilities of the 
Government under the ninth article of the treaty 
aforesaid; which was read. 

Mr. MALLORY. That is a communication 
of very great importance to a large portion of my 
constituents upon questions arising under the 
Florida treaty. I therefore move that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Judiciary, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Joseph Gerard, 
reported it back without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the rehef of the administrator#of 
Oliver Lee, deceased, reported it back without 
amendment. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
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Affairs, to whom was referred a petition of lieu- 
‘tenants inthe United States revenue marine ser- 
| vice who were attached to the United States naval 
| squadron in the West Indies during the Florida 
war in 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1539, praying to be 
| allowed the same compensation as officers of like 


|| grade in the Navy, submitted a report, accom- 


panied by a bill increasing the pay of certain offi- 
cers of revenue cutters while serving in the Navy 
of the United States; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
| be printed. 
HON. JARED W. WILLIAMS. 
Mr. MALLORY (in the absence of Mr. Nor- 


r1s) submitted the tollowing resolution; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

| Whereas, the Hon. Janep W. WILLIAMS was appointed 
| by his Excellency the Governor of New Hainpshire, in the 
recess of the Legislature of that State, to fill a vacancy in 
the Senate of the United States, which had bappened by 
the death of the Hon. Charies G. Atherton, a Senator, 


March, 1859 ; and whereas, it is understood that, since that 
temporary appointment was made, the Legislature of New 
Hampshire has been convened at theirregular session, and 
has adjourned to the last W+ dnesday of May next, without 
filling such vacancy ; and that said State still claims a right 
of representation under said appointment, which the ap 
pointee is not at liberty to surrender by his act without the 
action of the Senate ; at his request, therefor— 

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to inquire into the facts conneeted with 
it, and to make such report as they deem proper to enable 
the Senate to determine whether the right of representation 
under said appointment has expired. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of 


Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Elouse had passed the follow- 


ing bills from the Senate, with amendments, in | 
which they requested the concurrence of the 


| Senate: 
A bill for the relief of William Senna Factor; 
A’ bill for the relief of the executors of the late 
brevet Colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the United 
States Army; and 


Joseph Watson, deceased. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


had signed the following enrolled bills and reso- 
| lution: 


Croix to a tract of land therein described; 


An act for the relief of James Dunning; 
An act for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 


certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; 

An act for the relief of the legal representative 
| of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; 
| An act for the relief of John Phagan; 
| An act for the relief of Ezra Williams; and 
| A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 





| Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to | 
| Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L. |! 
| Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- | 
| lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, | 











| under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
eee June 17, 1851; 


DENT pro tempore. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
| The message also announced that the House 


| had agreed to some and disagreed to other amend- | 


| ments of the Senate, to the bill making appropria- 
tions for the current and contingent expenses of 

| the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 

| stipulations with the various Indian tribes for the 

| year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and for other 

| purposes; and that they had agreed to other 

| amendments of the Senate to said bill with amend- 
ments, in which they requested the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
ments to theabove-named bill, disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives; and 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amendments to 
the said bill, disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 
disagree to the amendments of the House to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the said bill, and ask a conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
7 


whose term of service would have continued till the 4th of | 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 


An act to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la | 


| Anact for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co.; | 


An act authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish | 


hich were thereupon signed by the Prest- | 
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of the Senate be appointed 
and . 


Mr. Pearce, Mr. Sepastra 
were appointed. eee Abang 
A subsequent message from the Ho 
resentatives, announced that they insis 
disagreement to the amendments of 
and on their amendments tothe amen 
Senate;that they agreed to the con 
by the Senate on the disagreeing vo 
Houses, and that they had appoin 
Houston, Mr. 8S. G. Haven, and Mr G 
Grow, as managers of the same on their cee 


COLLECTION DISTRICT IN NEW YORK 
Mr. EVANS. I have had for alone u.. 


by the Presinenr pro lia, 
; 


ise of Ren. 
ted on their 
the Senate 
dment of th. 
ference asked 
tea of the two 
ted Mr. G.8 


. ti 
desire to get before the Senate a bill w pti 
reported from the Committee on Revolutionar, 


Claims, and which was under considerat; 

time ago, the fate of which, I think, is — long 
portant to be decided at once, as there ut he, 
dreds of people living at least in hope upon it : 

Mr. HAMLIN. ask the Senator from South 
Carolina to allow me to report a bill before his 
motion is put. 

Mr. EVANS. I withdraw it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I am directed by the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred House 
bill ‘* creating a collection district in New York. to 
be called the district of Dunkirk, and constituting 
Dunkirk a port of entry, and the ports of Barce. 
lona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus Creek ports 
of delivery,’’ to report it back without amendment 
and recommend its passage. I also ask that it 
may receive action at this time. It is in the usual 
form of all such bills. 

There being no objection, the Senate, ag in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to cunsider 
the bill. 

it proposes to create the counties of Cattaraugus 
and Chautauque, in the State of New York, and 
the harbors and waters on the southern shore of 
Lake Erie, west of and including Cattaraugus 
Creek to the Pennsy|vania line, and the islands con- 
tiguous thereto, heretofore embraced in the district 
of Buffalo, a new collection district to be called 
the district of Dunkirk. There is to be a col- 
‘lector appointed for Dunkirk, and deputy collect- 

ors for Barcelona, Silver Creek, and Cattaraugus 
| Creek. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, reada 
| third time, and passed. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


Mr. STUART. Will the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina withdraw his motion for a 
moment, to enable me to make a report? 

Mr. EVANS. I withdraw for that purpose. 
| Mr.STUART. The Committee on Commerce 
'| has instructed me to report back the bill of the 
| House ‘* making appropriations for the repair, 
| preservation, and completion of certain public 
works heretofore commenced under the authority 
of Jaw,’’ with certain amendments. | am in- 
structed by the committee to give notice that | 
shall ask the Senate to take up and consider that 
bill so soon as the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
| tion bill shall be disposed of. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CHASE. I ask the Senate to take up the 
_ resolution which I presented a few days ago, for 
|| printing the votes and proceedings on the Ne- 
|| braska bill. 

Mr. EVANS. I have given place already to 
| several gentlemen, and I must now insist upon 
|| my motion. 

| The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
|| Carolina gave way to receive reports, and other 
special matters. The question will now be taken 
on his motion. 

Mr. CHASE. I was not aware that anybody 
| was upon the floor. But, Mr. President, | must 
| object to this mode of proceeding. A Senator 
takes the floor—— 
| The PRESIDENT. The Chair will observe 
that it is not in order; but if a Senator surrenders 
the floor, the next person that addresses the Chair 
is entitled to it. 

Mr. CHASE. I yield the floor with great cheer- 
fulness to the Senator from South Carolina. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from 


Ohio allow me to present a report? 
Mr. CHASE. | should prefer to have the res- 
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a | 
olution taken up. It will take but a single mo- } 
~ BRODHEAD. I should like to inquire 
~ es resolution relates to. — ; | 
oi CHASE. It isa resolution which I sub- 
‘ved in regard to printing certain votes and pro- 
vedings on the Nebraska bill. 

ee BRODHEAD. Oh! I thought we had got 
through with Nebraska. ' 

~The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
Carolina 18 entitled to the floor. 

ic. EVANS. Then 1 move that the Senate 
nroceed to the consideration of the bill to provide 
a the final settlement of the claims of the officers 
-fthe Revolutionary Army, and of the widows and 
orphan children of those who died in the service. 
: Mr. HUNTER. | will state in regard to that, 
that [ shall consider it my duty to press the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. I think we || 
ought to give that the preference. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
Carolina has the right to have his motion put. 

Mr. RUSK. That bill will evidently lead to a 
day or two’s debate. I do not like to interpose | 
any objection to the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, for, if there is any one member of the 
Senate, over another, whom | would be willing to 
secommodate, it would be that honorable Senator, 
but | know that the bill will certainly lead to de- 
bate. I gave notice yesterday that { should this 
morning move, in the morning hour, to take up 
the bill in relation to the officers of the late Texan 
navy. It has been before Congress seven or eight | 
years, and has always been thrown over to the last 
days of the session for its consideration. It is one 
of very considerable importance. The bill which 
the Senator wishes to take up involves a great 
many principles, and I feel satisfied it will lead to 
debate; and if taken up it will, as a matter of || 
course, throw my bill out for to-day. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This bill is one of more than 
doubtful justice, and one which I should think it 
my duty to oppose, very reluctantly, if no one 
else should. Iam sure it will lead toa very pro- | 
tracted debate, and as time is precious, I hope the 
Senate will not take it up. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not think it will lead to 
any debate. I do not propose to discuss it, and I 
suppose every Senator is prepared to vote upon it. 
[ am willing to take a vote upon it without any | 
discussion, and have it disposed of, so that those 
people who are petitioning Congress by hundreds 
should know their fate; and if they are to have 
nothing, if we are to squander away hundreds of 
millions upon wild schemes for the benefit of the 
present generation, let those who fought your bat- 
tles in your Revolution know what is to be done | 
for them, If it is the pleasure of the Senate not | 
to take up the bill, let it be so, but I do not pro- 
pose to discuss it myself. All that I desire is, that | 
it may be acted upon one way or the other. 

On a division no quorum voted. 

Mr. FOOT called for the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS. I hope this will be considered | 


& test vote. 


The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas | 
23, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bright, Brod- | 
bead, Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Evans, Fish, Foot, Geyer, | 
Gwin, Hamlin, James, Mallory, Pettit, Shields, Thomson | 
of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weller—23. 

_NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, ne Cass, Chase, | 
Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fitzpatrick, Gilletie, 
Houston, Hunter, Taenes, Jones of Tennessee, Rock- 
_ Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, and ‘Toombs 


m 


| 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- | 
sideration of the bill. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I am sure, Mr. President, | 
that it would be altogether superfluous for any | 
Senator on this floor to disavow any intentional | 
discourtesy towards the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina. As was said by my friend from | 
exas, there isno gentleman here to whom, under | 
other circumstances, | should be more disposed to | 
extend every possible facility for getting up the | 
—— paving. ts acted upon. But I am ce sure | 
at it cannot be ed without a long and pro- 
tracted debate. "te ® Te 
have examined the question with some degree | 
of attention, but I am not now prepared to give | 
my authorities to the Senate. I did intend, when | 
the bill was brought forward for consideration, to | 
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address, at some length, my views to the Senate | the amendment had been stricken out. Under 


against its passage. | have not my memoranda 


with me now; and in order to test the sense of the | 
Senate, whether they are willing to proceed with | 
it now, (involving, as it does, very difficult prin- | 


ciples, and an expenditure of $4,000,000,) to the 


detriment of matters of urgent importance before | 


the Senate which we scarcely have time to pass, 
I move that the further consideration of the bi!! 
be postponed until the first Monday in December 
next. I shall consider that a test question, and 
upon it I ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and taken, 
with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell, Cass, 


Chase, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Fitzpatrick, Gil- 
lette, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennes- 


| see, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stidell, Stuart, Sumner, | 
| Thomson of New Jersey, and Toombs—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bright, Brodhead, 


Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Dixon, Dodge of Wisconsin, | 


Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, James, Pearce, Pettit, 
Prau, Shields, Wade, Walker, and Welier—21. 


So the motion to postpone was agreed to. 
JUDICIARY BILL. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have been somewhat re- 


proached by those who are interested in the sub- | 
| ject, for not bringing forward the bill for the | 


reorganization of the judiciary. I rise merely 


| for the purpose of saying that | could not hereto- 
| fore ask the Senate to take it up, consistently with I] 
| the state of public business; and | give notice now 

| that itis my wish and desire, and | hope it will | 
| be the general understanding that it shall be taken | 


up at the commencement of the next session. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the civil and 
diplomatic ee bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will allow me 
an hour this morning for the consideration of the 


Texas navy bill. it is but a little after half past i] 


eleven o’clock; and | think it would be better to 


| postpone the appropriation bill for a short time. 


Mr. HUNTER. There is no earthly chance 
of getting through with the Senator’s bill in an 
hour. 

Mr. RUSK. If the hour expires without its 
being disposed of, I will move to postpone it until 
to-morrow. 


Mr. HUNTER. I dislike to be in the way of | 


the Senator, but | must insist on my motion to 
take up the appropriation bill. If the Senate wish 
to take up the Senator’s bill, they can vote down 
my motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- | 
sumed the consideration of the bill from the | 
House, ‘* making appropriations for the civil and || 


diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855;”’ the pending 


|| question being on the following amendment of the 


Committee on Finance, as amended: 
Forcontinuing the work for a supply of water to the 

cities of Washington and Georgetown, $500,000: Provided, 

That no part of the sum hereby appropriated shall be ex- 


pended until the corporations of Washington and George- | 
town, or either of them, shall appropriate and pay an | 


amount equal to one fourth of said sum for the same pur- 
pose. And full power and authority are hereby given to 
said corporations respectively to raise, by loan or other- 
wise, any sum of money that may be necessary to enable 


them or either of them to make the appropriation herein 


required. And the said corporations «f Washington and 
Georgetown and the inhabitants of said cities respectively, 
or the corporation making the appropriation and the inhab- 
itants of said city, shall be authorized to use the surplus 
water which may be brought by the Washington aqueduct, 
after supplying the Government establishments in Wash 
ington, under such genera! rules and regulations as may 
hereatter be prescribed by Congress ; and each of said cor- 
porations shall have the right to charge and collect of the 


inhabitants of such cities such reasonable tax or rent for 


the use of the water as will provide for the regular pay- 
ment of the interest and gradual payment of the principal 


of any money which may be raised under the authority 


hereby given. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I voted in the majority for 
the adoption of the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia, (Mr. Hunter.] I was under the 


impression at the time that the amendment con- 


tained the provision which I had incorporated into 


the amendment previously offered by me, makin 
it obligatory upon the part of the corporations o 


Washington and Georgetown, not only to provide 


for the payment of one fourth of the sum now 


appropriated, but one fourth of all future appro- 
priations for this work. I was surprised to find 
after the vote had been taken, that that portion of 


these circumstances, | think that the provision to 

guard the Treasury of the United States is per- 
fectly illusory. So faras I am concerned, ! should 
prefer the appropriation to go to the House in its 
naked form, without any attempt to impose any 
obligations on the part of the corporations of 
Washington and Georgetown, such as are con- 
tained in the amendment as it now stands, which 
1 am sure will not be enforced under it. | move 
the reconsideration gf the vote by which that 
|, amendment was adopted, so as to allow such a 

provision to be inserted. Perhaps the Senator 
|| from Virginia will accept the amendment which I 
|| wish to make. 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot accept it, as the 
|| amendment has been voted on. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. Then I ask, if I have the 
|| assent of the Senator from Virginia, to incorporate 
|, that clause in the amendment! 
||. Mr. HUNTER. I believe I shall have no ob- 
|| jection to the Senator’s amendment. If | under- 
|| stand it, it is to provide that the corporations of 
|| the District dalle on pari passu with the Gov- 
|| ernment of the United States. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Yes, sir; both as to this and 
all future appropriations, so that they may pass 
an ordinance which will bind them to contribute 
one fourth of all the expenditure for the water- 
works. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to its 
being put in. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move to reconsider 
the vote for the purpose of putting in that pro- 
viso. 

Mr. HUNTER. Perhaps it can be done by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. PRATT. It is notin order to vote the 
amendment without a reconsideration, and, there- 

| fore, I insist that it shall be done by a motion to 
|| reconsider, and in no other way. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move the reconsider- 
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricar 
| in the chair.) The Senator from Louisiana 
| moves to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
|| ment requiring the citizens of Georgetown and 
| Washington to appropriate one fourth the sum 
|| appropriated by the amendment, was adopted. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to seceaaladl the 

whole amendment, as it now stands, in order to 
| insert the provision to which I have referred. 

| Mr.HUNTER,. The Senator from Louisiana 
| moves to reconsider my amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance. He moves it 
with a view to offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. My object is to insert after 
| the word ** purpose,”’ the words “ and shall agree 
to pay in like manner the same proportion of all 
future appropriations. ’”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator will at- 
tain his object better by moving to insert those 
| words without moving to reconsider. 
| Mr.SLIDELL. I am not very familiar with 
|| the rules, but I understand that no motion to insert 
| can be made until after the amendment be recon- 
|| sidered. 
| Mr. WALKER. Thatis a mistake; it can be 
done. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is entirely 
| in order to move to amend the amendment. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. Then I move to insert, after 
the word ** purpose,”’ the words “ and shall! eT 
1} 





| to pay in like manner the same proportion of all 
| future appropriations.”’ 
| Mr. PRATT. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
| the amendment to the amendment. The effect of 
| it, to my mind, is to defeat the whole of the pro- 
| ject; and | would rather have it defeqted openly. 
| if that proposition be adopted, shall vote against 
| the whole amendment. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 19; as ollows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bell, Butler, Cass, 
| Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
| Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Gillette, Hamlin, Hunter, 
| James, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Sebastian, Slidell, 
| Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs,Toucey , Wade, 
| and Walker—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Benjamin, Brod 
head, Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Houston, 
|| Jones Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, 
| Shields, and Weller—i9. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to 
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The question recurring upon the amendment of 
the commitiee as amended, 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and taken with the following 
result: 

¥YEAS—Meeers. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Beniamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, 
Daweon, Dixon, Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Gwin, Hamlin, 
Hunter, James, Johnson, Matiory, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, 
Shields, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—32. 

NAY S—Messrs. Adama, Atchisou, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Houston, Jones 
of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, Se@&stian, Slidell, Thomson 
of New Jersey, and Toombe—15. 


So it was adopted. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to amend the 
provision just adopted by adding the following 


proviso: 





Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be ex 
pended untess in pursuance of a contract to be made with 
the most responsible bidder, after first inviting proposals 
for sixty daysin twelve or more daily journals tor the turn 
ishing of all the materials, labor, tools, machinery, etc., 


and the completion of the entire work, agreeably to the 
approved plan of Lieutenant M. C. Meigs, as embraced in 
his report, within two years from the date of the contract, 


the contract price for the whole work in no event to exceed 
the estimate of $2,500,000, 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not exactly understand 
this amendment, unless the object be to transfer 
the management of the work from the control of 
the Secretary of War, where it now is. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The object is, that it 
shal! be done under the general direction of the 
Secretary of War, but by contract under the lim- 
tations prescribed, 

Mr. STUART. I submit a question of order to 
the Chair, whether this provision can be amended 
now. The question has been taken by the Senate 
upon the amendment of the Committee on Finance, 
as amended,and that has been adopted. I submit 
that now it is too late to amend that. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 think the Senator from 
Michigan is undoubtedly right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from lowa is not in order. 
The final vote upon the amendment has been 
taken. 

Mr. WALKER. I am inclined to think that, 
even after a proposition has been adopted, it may 
be amended, according to parliamentary law, by 
adding something to it. I think you will find 
so laid down, sir. It would be singular, indeed, 
if, after you vote upon an amendment, you can- 
not afterwards amend the bill, That is this 
case, because an amendment when adopted be- | 
comes a part of the bill; it would be very 
strange indeed, if you could not amend by adding 
something to the bill, though it might be in con- | 
junction with the immediate proposition last voted | 
upon. I think you will find it so laid down in 
Jefferson's Manual. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 


now in the Senate, and not in Committee of the || 


Whole. 

Mr. WALKER. Iamaware of that; but this, 
it seems to me, can be amended at any time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. he Senate 
have taken a final vote on the amendment of the 
committee, and it has been adopted. . 

Mr. WALKER. That is true; but it does 
not preclude a further amendment to the bill. | 
This now becomes a part of the bill, and cer- 
tainly, it seems to me, it would be in order to 
move the proviso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not the pro- 
vision which has just been adopted as an amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. CHASE. The Chair will allow me to! 
make a suggestion. The amendment which has 
been recentiy voted upon has now become a part 
of the bill, and the bill is liable to be amended 
—— as iy was before. The amendment moved 
»y the Senator from Lowa is an amendment moved 
to the bill, and notanamendmentto an amendment, 
and is, therefore, | think, clearly in order, 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 
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the War Department, to reject the work if it is 
improper, so that we may be sure of having it 
well done, I shall vote for his amendment; but I’ 
think some provision of this sort is necessary. 

And another thing | wish tosuggest. Can this 
work be properly done within two years? Is not 
the time too short? Ido not know how that is. 
This is not the material point with me; the other 
is. I desire that the work, as it goes on, shall be 
within the control of the superintending officer; so 
that, when the $2,000,000 are all expended, it shall 
not be lost by our receiving a work which is ina 
bad condition. It is a great deal better to check 
the errors as they go on, and to give the officer 
discretion to do so, than it is afterwards to bring 
up the whole proposition in dispute. I think the 
amendment of the Senator from lowa should be 
modified in that way. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I will make the time 
three years; and as there is nothing in the amend- 
ment which provides for any transfer from the 
War Department to any other Department, | 
hardly think it necessary to say anything on that 
subject; but I am willing to insert the provision 
which the Senator from Michigan suggests, if he 
thinks it necessary. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, the Sena- 
tor who offers the amendment, proposes to con- 
tinue the work under the superintendence of the 
War Department, and the engineer now in charge. 
Does not that give them entire control over the 
subject? The engineer. is to inspect the work: 
the War Department is to take charge of it. If 
so, why not give it to them entirely? Has not 
the system of contracts proved an entire failure? 
Has not the Secretary of the Navy reported to 
us in his annual report that it has been a failure 
I fear it willalways be so. Sir, 
you cannot well carry on a great work of this 
kind by contract; and if you have not confidence 
in the head of the War Department, or in the en- 
gineer in charge, this amendment will be of no 
service. It will not restrain them at all. They 
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the superintending officer, under the direction of tem nearly $1,000,000 in the constry 


_ and as my colleague said, on this 
| expression of opinion 


are to give the contract to the ‘* best responsible | 


bidder.’? Who is to judge of that but the War | 
a 
hy, sir, in all these matters, if the work is 


to be constructed, weshould make the appropria- 
tion, and leave the expenditures to the proper De- 
partmentasa matter of administration, We can- 
not administer the fund here. 
to make the appropriation in this and other cases, 
and if we have not sufficient confidence in the 
persons who are to expend the money, we had 
better not make the appropriation at all. The right 


All we can do, is | 


mode to make appropriations for the Army and | 


Navy, or for any of the Departments of the public 
service, is for Congress to make the appropriation, 


and leave the question of expenditure as a matter 
| of administration. 


On these grounds, I object to this amendment. 
It is no restraint, in the first place, because it re- 


| fers the matter to the discretion of the headof the 


| War Department and the engineer in charge. I 


object to it, also, upon the ground that experience 
has proved that the contract system is a failure, 


| and answers no useful purpose. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


friend from lowa wil! not press this amendment. 


Concurring as [ do in everything that the Senator || 


| from Pevensie has just said, I would remind 


| the Senate t 


If the amendment is | 


not in order as a proviso, perhaps it can be moved | 
in the form of an additional section. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. No doubt it | 


will be in order as an additional section. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Then I offer it in that | 
form. 
Mr. CASS. 
lowa will add to his amendment a proposition to | 
keep the superintendence where it is, and to allow | 


If the honorable Senator from | 


| 


| 
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dock; and here is the fact staring wu 
that, for all public uses, that dock 
well be in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, |r; 

perfectly worthless. No ship of any size at alr 
either a frigate or a line-of-battle-ship, can be eb . 
on it, and carried mtothebasin. There it stands, 


floor, in Which 
entirely concur, the Gov. 
ernment would absolutely save money by cuttine 

5 


the dock loose and letting it go to sea, In th 

or five years it will be entirely destroyed by worms 
An attempt to put a ship on it has entirely failed, 
and the board who examined it, so pronounced. 
‘That is an example of the contract system, Sh i 
we continue it when we have such frequent sabe 
before us, that it cannot be carried out with ‘a. 
vantage to the public service? I think not. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Senator fro 
Pennsylvania who resisted this amendment ‘t 
strikes me, has made some most extraordinar 
assertions with regard to the contract system. | 
understood him to say that it had been repudiated 
by all the branches of the Government, and found 
to bea failure every where. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I did not intend to make 
the assertion quite so broad as that. | say in 
most instances it is a failure, and that you cannot 
carry on works of this kind as well by contract 
as you can otherwise. The engineer in charge 
and the Department now have power to make q 
contract if they choose, and to give it to the low. 
est bidder. Many portions of this work, no doubt 
will be giver :o the lowest bidders; but I do not 
think we should make an imperative provision 
raining the whole of it to be so given, 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I am happy, sir, to 
hear the correction of the Senator. I know that 
in regard to some very important works of inter. 
nal improvement now being carried on on the 
Mississippi river, to wit, the removal of the ob- 

| structions of the Des Moines and Rock river rap- 

| ids, for which Congress appropriated $100,000, 
the Secretary of War adopted the contract sys« 
tem, and has let the work. The supplies for the 
different Departments here are farniohed by con- 
tract. It strikes me that we can have no better 
way to earry on these works. I apprehend that 
the officers of the Topographical Corps are most 
competent to conduct the general operations, and 
especially the scientific portion of a work like this; 
but the superintendence of the men who do the 
work and the proper judgment as to what they 
do, belongs to another branch and a different one 

entirely. I think the amendment will work well. 
1 am willing to adopt any suggestion of any Sen- 
ator which will carry out the object I have in view, 
which is to get the work completed within a rea- 
sonable time, and have a guarantee that the cost 
will not exceed the estimates. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I should like very much to 
be able to vote for the amendment of my friend 
| from Lowa, if I could do so, or if 1 thought it one 
which would conduce to econom§, or to a more 
| efficient construction of this work; but I am com- 


|| pelled, as far as I understand the subject, to agree 


r. President, I trust my | 


entire country, under the engineer department, | 


are conducted apart from the contract system. 
The money is appropriated by Congress, and the 


Chief of the Engineer Corps and the Secretary of | 
War are held responsible for the construction of | 


the public works, by contract or otherwise, as 
they think best. In some portions of the country 


| 
| 
} 


| 


contracts, to small amounts, for the supply of | 


particular materials, are necessarily made; but 
they are made upon the responsibility of the 
engineer officer in charge of the work, and we can 
hold him accountable; but, as a general thing, 
these funds are administered, and administered 
very economically by the engineer officers them- 
selves, apart from contracts. 

Now, sir, the contract system has been shown 
here very frequently to be entirely unsatisfactory. 
But a few days ago we had an example of it pre- 
sented tous. In my own State, Congress has 
undertaken to construct a floating dock for naval 


purposes; it has expended under the contract sys- 


| 


pectin llega ey nag cme 


| Vania. 

| I think that the contract system has, in fact, 
| failed; and I believe that is the general impression 
of the Departments. As far as I have been able 


| 
| 
| almost generally with the Senator from Pennsy!- 
| 


|| to make inquiries into the subject, it has given rise 
at our fortifications throughout the || 


to more roguery than any other system in the 
Government. I was reading, the other day, a let- 
ter from an English gentleman, writing home from 
Russia, in which he says thatall the public works 
in Russia are constructed by contract. He sa 

the Government will contract for oak, and e 
contractors will furnish pine, and that is one 
reason why their vessels are not able to go out 
and cope with their opponents. He says that, a8 
| a general rule throughout that whole Empire, the 


ag Eneea 


contractors make it a matter of conscience to cheat 
the Government. 

I think, sir, that, as a general rule here, as well 
asin Russia, contractors make it a matter of con- 
science to cheat the Government. In regard toall 
Executive departments, as far as I have been able 
to investigate the subject, and as far as | have 
taken the opinions of men who have been con- 
nected with it, the conclusion to which I have 
come is, that we more for the work under 
contract, and that it 1s worse done, and the mate- 
rials are more deficient, than under any other 
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rm. My opinion is, that it would be a very of whom, [{ presume, he will have enough, will, } bly in the end it would cost double what it will if 
sys ? , 


provident thing to adopt it in this case. || from day to day, go along the work and see that || it is properly done in the beginning. This has 
Mr PRATT. There is one view of this sub- | itas properly done. This proposition will not | been found to be the experience of the Govern- 
+ gir, which | desire to present. This work, | change that. They will do just as they do now, | ment under all circumstances. It has been 80 in 
der the original law, was placed in the hands | with the advantage that the cost of the materials || the Departments and in all the a buildings. 
oa President of the United States. Hesentan | and of the labor will be transferred to men who || The whole subject was diseussed when the exten- 
<a er to make the necessary surveys and esti- || will take better care of it, and do it cheaper than || sion of the Capitol was provided for, and upon all 
: oie regard to its cost. The report of that || your officers can do it. 1 acknowledge that there || occasions it has been found to be sound economy 
eal was made to Congress a long time ago. || are public works, perhaps the building of ships, || eventually, although a little additional cost may 
Under the authority vested in the engineer, he has | and others of that description, which should be || have been incurred at the beginning, to do the 
contracted for the delivery of the brick along the || exempted from this rule. The building of ships || work under the superintendence of the public offi- 
» of the work, and he has bought stone quar- || had better be done in your own ship-yards, that || cers, and to eschew the ‘contract system. If an 
an from which the stone is to come for the pur- || is of vast consequence; but, in regard to a work || experiment is to be made with the contract sys- 
wor of the construction, and the whole plan, and || like this, under the superintendence of an officer || tem, I hope it will be made on some other work. 
the estimates in regard to the number of brick, || who understands the work, 1! do not see why it || Let it be upon anything bat this, because the ex- 
and the number of stone to be purchased, and |, should not be done by contract. There are thou- || pense for repairs on a work like this is frequently 
everything of that sort has been made by him. | sands of works which are now being done by | more than the original cost. We have an example 
The manner in which the brick is to be placed, contract. Our works have been done by contract | in the case of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 
and where it is to be placed, and where the stone || ever since the foundation of the Government, and || Many other striking examples might be offered. 
ig to be placed, has already been fixed by him. I trust they will be so done hereafter. I repeat, this | What is proposed to be gained by this change? 

Resides this, Mr. President, as an engineer, he || may be so guarded—and it is so guarded—by the || [f Senators have that confidence which they pro- 
looks to this work as one by which his reputa- || complete control of the War Department, that no || fess in the Secretary of War, and in the super- 


tion is hereafter to be sustained, and with which | injury can arise;*but I think very great advant- || intendent of the work, what is to be gained by 
his name is to be connected. It is a great work, || ages will be derived from it. this? It can be no great amount. As to limiting 
a national work; and it is one in which this engi- Mr. SHIELDS called for the reading of the || it within the amount of the appropriation, we 
neer will feel great pride. Now, is it right, in it- || amendment; and it was read as modified. have not only the report of the officer who has 
self, to take from the hands of the party thus Mr. CASS. I would suggest that the words || madean exact estimate of the cost of every portion 
appointed by the United States, who has made all | ‘‘ cause to be rejected”’ be used instead of ** to re- || of the work to be done, but we have the experi- 
thesarveys and estimates, the constraction of the || ject.” zs eM || ence of the portion already done, which has been 
work, the management of it, and the superintend- || Mr. WALKER. That isimplied in the amend- || effected according to the report which we have 


ence of it, and advertise it out to contractors? I || ment. || before us this session, at something less than the 
do notthink so, Mr. President. You have now The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSen- || estimate which he had originally prepared for that 
a certainty that the work will be completed under || ator from Michigan move to amend the amend- || part. I think there is no reason to fear that the 
the management of this engineer, within the esti- || ment? || estimate will be exceeded, but that on the con- 
mates which he has made, and constructed of the Mr. CASS. No, sir; I do not care anything || trary, it will be adhered to. If our legislation on 
best materials; that it will be useful to thecountry || about that; but I will ask the Secretary to read || the subject is to vacillate with the changing opin- 
and creditable to himself. Now, divide the re- || the beginning of the amendment. ion of every Congress, we shall expend a great 
spensibility, put it into the hands of contractors, || The Secretary read, as follows: deal of money, and finally have the work obliged 
and you may have the work of a perishing char- That no part of the appropriation contained in this act || & be kept in operation by constant expenditures 
acter—neither creditable nor useful. For the || shall be expended, unless in pursuance ofa contract, 1o be || for repairs. The work is now in safe hands ad- 
reasons suggested, that here are the estimates || made with the most responsible bidder, alter first inviting mitting, at the utmost, that $100,000 or $200,000 
which have been made, that the contracts have || Proposals, &c. || should be expended more than the estimate, it is 
been made for the materials to be furnished, with || Mr. CASS. ‘ Most responsible?’ || better to have it permanent, well constructed, and 
the assent of the President, that the engineer is | Mr. DODGE, of lowa. ‘ And lowest.”’ safe, than to run the risk, perhaps, by the adop- 
responsible for them being good, and for the quan- Mr. CASS. ‘Most responsible and lowest || tion of the contract system. 

tity which he has advertised for and agreed to || bidder”? should go together. Mr. HUNTER. Iam not among those who 
purchase, it appears to me that here is a case, at | Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Let it be modified by || believe that the contract system is entirely to be 
any rate, in which the Democratic principle—if it || inserting ‘* lowest.” || abandoned; | think there are some public works 


may be termed one—giving to the civil service the || Mr. BENJAMIN. It appears to me that if || which should be executed by a mixture of the two 
employments which properly belong to the mili- || there is any work on which it would be dangerous || systems—partly by contract, and partly by the 
tary and to scientific men, ought not to be carried || to experiment by constructing it under contract, || personal superintendence of a public officer. In 
out. || it is precisely the work which is now before the || thiscase, I believe the work is under the charge of 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I desire to modify my || Senate. The proposition is to build the work not || an officer of great fidelity, and great intelligence, 
amendment by adding to it the following: || as well, but as cheap as possible. We all know || who will make it a matter of pride to keep the ex- 

And the superintendence of the work to be continued || that in a work of thischaracter not only ought the || penditures within the estimate. I believe, sir, 
under the control and direction of the Secretary of War, || materials to be the best, but the workmanship that it would be safe, and, in the end, we should 


who shall have power to reject all the work which, in his 


|, also ought to be such as to give just reason for 
opinion, may be improperly or badly done. | hoping that it would last for ages. According to 
Mr. CASS. I consider this as a wise and eco- || the present plan by which the work is constructed, | 
nomical plan, It contains no reflection upon the || there is no interest, on the part of any workman, || some matters for which it does not provide. You 
superintending officer. There is no transfer of || to put in inferior work. In relation to the mate- || restrict him as to the estimate for the construction 
thework. Hissuperintendency is to be preserved. || rials, it is in the power of the superintendent to || of the work; that is right enough; but he makes 
I know the officer personally; he is a very able || examine them as they are delivered, and to reject || no estimate for land damages. He makes no esti- 
and upright man, and among the most intelligent || them if they are not precisely in accordance with || mate for suiting the portion of the work already 
of our officers. 1 should hear no imputation cast || what he requires for the construction. Now, you || accomplished to that which is hereafter to be per- 
upon him without defending him; for I know || propose to continue the work by contract, under | formed. These things ought to be excluded from 
him. But there is no such idea involved in this || the superintendence of the Department; but the || the estimate. 
proposition. Whatis the advantage of it? It has || superintendent cannot have his eye upon every || 
two very manifest advantages, You aresure now || workman who is laying brick or stone. It will || I think, therefore, that this ought to be excluded, 
that you will not-exceed the given sum, and you |! be impossible for him to be at all times, and on all || if we are going to put this restriction upon him; 
stand under a chance of having the work done for || oceasions, at every part of the work which is to || and we ought to strike out the lowest bidder. If 
alesssum. I defy you, in the long range of ap- || be done at different points. The moment you put || you require him to take a responsible contractor, 
propriations made by the Government, to point || the work under the contract system, you make it || and allow him to estimate, that is well enough; 
out to me a single work which has been kept || the interest of the contractor, when the eye of the || the estimate is limit enough; but as to requiring him 
within the estimates. I do not know how much || superintendent is withdrawn from the work, to || to take the cheapest, you throw upon him the 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal cost, but it cost put in inferior materials and workmanship, to gain || necessity of employing some one who will come 
millions upon millions. That is but an example; || greater profits. On the other hand, when the | here hereafter to be relieved of the contract. 
it Is @ reproach to nobody, because it is avery || workman is employed by the day, and when the Mr.SHIELDS. Willthe honorable Senator, 
Uncertain matter. And, sir, no superintending || materials are delivered to the superintendent him- || before he takes his seat, allow me to state another 
officer in his condigion can manage such a work so || self, it is possible for the superintendent to exer- || defect? There is no provision made here as to 
far as respects the labor and material, as well as || cise a proper supervision over the quality of the || making the payments. As the Work progresses 
& builder and contractor. It isnot human nature || materials, and the workman has no interest, no || the payment ought to be made pari passu, and some 
it Is useless to expect it. | temptation to slight his work. portion of the money be kept back until the final 
What is the objection to this? I cannot see any || This work when made is to be covered under || investigation. There is no provision of that kind 
atall. The superintending officer is still to have ground, and in the greater portion of it defects may || proposed here. It is always contained in these 
the control of the work; his superintendency is | be concealed when itis the interest of the contractor || cases. 
| 


probably have it better and more cheaply done, if 
we did not throw these restrictions around him; 
but if they are to be thrown around him, there are 


The estimate was for the purpose 
| of making a work necessary to bring water here. 





to be preserved; he is, from day to day, to go on || to slighthis work and conceal them. You may have Mr. RUSK. It would certainly be economical 
and witness the work, just as much as I should || the work done perhaps for $50,000, or $100,000, || for the Government to look to the permanent and 
do, or any one else would do, if | madea contract || or $200,000, or $300,000 less than the estimate, || durable character of this work. It would be much 
with another to do a work for myself. If he now but what will be the result? In a year or two a || cheaper to make it in a permanent and durable 
sees bad work done by his day laborers he will || secret defect may be found, a deficiency in the || manner at first than to be compelled to make ap- 
Stop it, and if he sees bad work done by the day || supply of water will take place, leaks will oceur | propriations hereafter to repair it. I see that the 
laborers employed by the contractors, he can do in the aqueduct, and the whole aqueduct will have || amendment would be very likely to shift the re- 
the same thing. He, and the officers under him, || to be unearthed and repairs made, so that proba- || sponsibility. As the matter now stands, it is de- 
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volved upon the Secretary of War and an engineer 


selected from the Army, and we have the guaran- || 


tee of their reputation against a failure. ; 

There is another consideration. If we require 
it to be subjected to contract, the end, in my 
judgment, will be this: the contract will be let out 
‘at a price for the superintendence all the time, to 
the condemnation of the work, if it should not be 
according to the contract. The contractors will 
endeavor to make it at as little expense as pos- 
sible; for in that will be found their profit. What 
will be the result? If the work is done in a man- 
ner not satisfactory to the engineer and Secretary 
of War, the contractors will forfeit their contract, 
and call upon Congress for relief. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. If the Senator will 
give way,I will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask, by general consent, 
that | may be allowed to correct an omission in 
one of the amendments which have already been | 
agreed to by the Senate. ‘The amendment was: | 

To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expenses | 
of releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen | 
} island, or so much thereof as may be necessary, | 
$2.500. 

[t omitted to state for the releasing of whom. 
I propose to add “the crew and passengers of 
the American sloop Georgiana.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is another amendment, | 
to which the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Bropurap] objected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is upon that amendment whicb is to insert in the 
bill the following: 

To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sume as shall be satisfactorily proved to have | 
been expended by him, or to which said Riddle may have | 
obligated himself on account of his official position at the 
Industrial Exhibition at London, England, or so much 


thereof as ehall be necessary, $26,000: Provided, That no || 


portion of the payment made pro rata by contributors at 
said exhibition shall be regarded as within this appropria- 
tion. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not understand why | 
this $26,000 is to be given to Mr. Riddle to reim- 
burse him for expenses at the World’s Fair, in | 
London. ‘That was a gathering of contributors, 
inventors, and gentlemen, who wished to display | 
themselves in London, Some of them sent a me- | 
morial here a year or two ago, presenting a claim | 
to be paid for the transporting of their goods as 
merchandise to London, for the purpose of ex- 
hibiting them there, and I made a report against | 
it from the Committee on Claims. Now, itseems | 
that Mr. Riddle, by virtue of his official position 
at this industrial fair, in the city of London, is to 
be reimbursed. What official position did he 
hold?) Where isthe law under which he was ap- | 
pores to that official position? Who appointed | 
im? Who gave him an official position? Cer- 


of; and if this gentleman desired to assume the | 
Jiability to help other people there, I do not know 
that he has any moreclaim on Congress than any | 


bors through an act of liberality, | may be wrong | 
in these views. | hope Iam. But such is the im- 
pression that I have received in regard to the 
claim. 

1 do not know what official position he could 
hold. Certainly he did not hold one by virtue of 
any iaw. 1 understand that the fair was a volun- 
tary thing, and why we should pay Mr. Riddle | 
$26,000, | do not well understand. te may be that 
there is a good reason for it. If there is, | should | 
like to hear it. Who recommends the appropria- | 
tion? Does any head of a Department assume 
the responsibility of it? If we pay this, we must 
pay all other contributors to that fair, and | know 
a good many of them. Those whom I reported 
against, from*he Committee on Claims two years | 
ago, of course must come forward and have their | 
claim allowed. If lam wrong in these views, I, 
of course, will withdraw all cniention. 

Mr. PEARCE. There is another member of the | 
Committee on Finance whom I do not see in his | 
place, whe could paren better explanation of this | 
amendment than i can; but I desire to say this: | 
When the Industrial Exhibition at London was 
proposed, the United States were invited to co- 
operate, and a communication in relation to it 
was made by the British authorities to our Exec- | 
ulive. The President was without power to adopt | 
any effectual measure on the part of this Govern- 





} 
} 





; || them in. 
tainly we had no law on the subject that | know | 


|| They certainly had a motive for doing it. 


ment; but as far as he had authority he suggested 
that certain persons should be named as a sort 
‘of central commission. That suggestion was 
promptly carried out, I think, by the Secretary 
of State designating the members of the central 
commission. 


Afterwards the Governors of differ- | 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 
| } 


| 


ent States appointed State commissioners, and Mr. | 
Riddle received his appointment to act as com- | 


missioner to represent America at this industrial 
exhibition. 


| 


The Government went so far as to | 


authorize a national ship to transport the pro- | 


ducts of American exhibitors to England, but 
made no provision for the necessary expenses, 


which | suppose every Senator is aware were de- | 
frayed by other Governments, whose subjects or 


| citizens exhibited their products. Some of them, 
| | believe, provided very liberally, oneas much as 
| $100,000; and no other Government, whose pro- 
| ducts were exhibited, gave less than $30,000. 
Well, sir, when the American goods arrived in 


London, it was found that it was expected from | 
| the United States that they should furnish the | 
means of fitting up in proper style that portion of | 
| the Crystal Palace which was appropriated for | 


the exhibition of American goods. There were 


| no funds on hand todo this. There was no public | 
| functionary vested with authority to do it. Under | 


these circumstances, Mr. Peabody, the American 


which was expended; and Mr. Riddle also ad- 
| vanced, I believe, a considerable sum, the whole 
| amount being about $26,000. 
| Now, sir, 1t is not proposed by this appropri- 
| ation to pay Mr. Riddle any salary for his ser- 
| vices. Itis simply proposed to advance so much 
money as will repay the generous individuals who, 
for the interest and honor of their country, ad- 
| vanced the money which was necessary to fit up 
| the portion of the Crystal Palace appropriated for 
the exhibition of American products, and to pay 
| certain expenses charzed by the Government of 
| Great Britain. There were certain fees and 


| pectedly, | think, to the American commissioner 
and exhibitors. A portion of the contributors also 

advanced money, | suppose according to the value 
| of the articles which they exhibited. [tis not pro- 
posed to reimburse them anything; but this prop- 


who advanced the money necessary to enable our 
countrymen to participate in the exhibition. As 
my friend from North Carolina suggests, these 
gentlemen had nothing to exhibit for themselves; 
but they made these advances merely for the credit 
| and honor of the country, which must have suf- 
fered if, after giving the national sanction to it so 


|| far as to send a national vessel to England with 


| the goods, the means had not been furnished to 
fit up a portion of the Crystal Palace to exhibit 
I think if the Government had been 
aware of the matter, it would scarcely have re- 
fused at the time to give the necessary funds for 
| the purpose of exhibiting specimens of American 


age, in this competition of industrial art with the 
principal nations of the Old World, who were rep- 
resented in London; and it does seem to me that 
we should, for the credit of the nation, as we did 


is asked of us now. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I shall ask for the yeas 
and nays upon this amendment. u 
to it. These gentlemen went there voluntarily, 


|| and why we should pay them for exhibiting their 








goods, wares, and merchandise, I cannot see. 
But, 
| sir, patriotism is brought up here. Do you sup- 
| pose that these inventors, wealth 


| todisplay themselves about the World’s Fair, went 


|| there out of pure patriotism alone, to maintain the 


honor of the country? Sir, if the honor of the 
country were dependent upon that, | do not think 
it would be worth much, or that it would be much 
sustained. They went for the purpose of private 
gain. I take it that they were no better or worse 
than other people. They exhibited their mer- 
chandise com their inventions there; they had a 
motive indoing it. 1 suppose it was a very good 
motive. No doubt many of them sold their in- 
ventions, or brought them prominently before the 
public, by the exhibition of them. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator allow me to 
repeat a suggestion which was made by the Sen- 


| charges made by that Government rather unex- || that, for admission. It was a private enterprise. 


I cannot agree | 


banker in London, advanced the sum of $20,000, | 


pe to pay any of the contributors one 
t is not proposed to pay any of the 


sent articles there to be exhibited. e aan 
the case is this: They sent a national ship, whine 


the Government placed in a condition for th 
pose, with thearticles which were to be exh 
When they arrived at London, it was found, in», 

first place, that the British Government ex, a 
the United States and all other nations to fit y 2 
portion of the Crystal Palace which was assig = 
to the exhibition of their products panna 
Well, there were all these articles taken over by r 
national ship, and one of two things had to be 
done: somebody must advance the mone to f 

up the portion of the Crystal Palace which w 
allotted to the United States, and in which an 
to be exhibited the articles which were sent io 
in a national vessel, or they must be brought baek, 
That was the state of the case; and now it is pro- 
posed only to reimburse the persons who had no 
more interest in the exhibition than the Senator 
from Pennsylvania himself, the money advanced 
by them to fit up that portion of the Crystal Pal. 
ace. All other nations paid for fitting up the por- 
tions assigned to them. The proposition is not 
to pay the contributors to the exhibition, or the 
owners of the articles exhibited. They are not to 
be paid one penny. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Letus examine this state. 
_mentas now made by the Senator from North 
| Carolina. 
| Mr. BADGER. It is the same that was made 

by the Senator from Maryland. 


e pur. 
tbited 


||. Mr. BRODHEAD. Very well; and repeated 





' | ingenuity, skill, and industry to the best advant- | 
other citizen who becomes indebted to his neigh- || 


not make the appropriation at the time, do what || 


men, who went || 





_ by the Senator from North Carolina. He says 
all the other Governments fitted up certain plates 
|in the Crystal Palace for the exhibition of their 
articles. Our proportion is over $26,000; that of 
| England is $26,000; that of France, $26,000; and 
soon. Thus you havea very handsome sum; 
and yet every person who attended that Crystal 
| Palace paid, I believe, a pound, or something near 


It was got up by gentlemen who wanted to make 


| money, as the Crystal Palace was got up in New 


York. 
| Mr.BADGER. In vindication of the propriety 


ed to rel f tthis: | of this application, who built the Crystal Palace, 
osition is a to reimburse these individuals | 


who let the Crystal Palace, and into whose pock- 
| ets the money went, are questions not to be con- 
sidered. It is not proposed to pay them anything. 
The ee is to reimburse the sum of money 
| which was advanced by American citizens in 
London to fit up that portion of the Crystal Pal- 
| ace allotted to the United States, and those indi- 
viduals had no concern in the building or in the 
articles exhibited. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If these American cit- 
izens—these patriotic citizens in London—chose 
to be cheated, chose to suffer this corporation thus 
to get $26,000 out of them after inviting them 
| there, without giving them notice that they had 
to pay for fitting up a portion of the Crystal Pal- 
ace, are we to reimburse it to them? Can this 
| thing be done with any propriety? Weare swell- 
| ing our appropriations to a very great amount. | 
| do not wish even to geem to be pertinacious against 
any appropriation; but when it gets up to $26,000 
in a case like this, I feel bound by my sense of 
duty to resist it. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to ask the Senator 

from North Carolina if the $26,000 were expend- 
ed in improving the Crystal Palace in London? 
_ Mr.BADGER. The honorable Senator will un- 
_ derstand that when the Crystal Palace was built, 
| there were certain portions of its interior assigned 
for the products of America, which were sent 
| there for exhibition. It was found, when the ar- 
ticles were taken there from the various countries, 
| that each particular department’had to be fitted up 
with such interior arrangements as were necessary 
to display the articles to the best advantage; and 
the money was expended in doing that to the por 
tion of the palace which was assigned to the Unt- 
ted States. ‘ 

Mr. DAWSON. For the benefit of the exhid- 
itors ? "s 
Mr. BADGER. They did not advance the 

money to fit it up. Mr. Peabody and Mr. Rid- 
die advanced the money. So far as Mr. Peabody 
_ advanced it, it was borrowed by Mr. Riddle, who 
was then in charge of the American products, 





ator from Maryland? The,amendment does not || and acting as commissioner. The money was bor 
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wed in part, and advanced in part, by Mr. Rid- | 
r0 


dle DAWSON. By whom was Mr. Riddle 


_ointed ? 

oe BADGER. By the President, | believe. 
T 7 jificulty was this: Thearticles were all there; 
‘nop had been sent in a national ship, and unless 
OT ale had advanced the money, they must 
eve been brought back. Mr. Riddle consulted 
ie the American Minister, and on his advice 


rrowed this sum of money to make the neces- 


ar? 


ary = 
ee ag of the American exhibitors. 


"fhe yeas and nays were ordered upon the 
amendment. z 

Mr. PEARCE. I have a letter upon this sub- 
‘eet from the then American Minister at London. 


7 8: 
He say Boston, July 14, 1854. 


Dear Sir: [have before me your letter ofthe loth instant, | 


»| should have given an earlier reply, had I been at home. 
py ry circumstance respecting the noble conduct of Mr. 
one Peabody in coming forward with a loan to pay the 
age upon the merchandise brought to Southampton, in 
. St. Lawrence, and for fitting up the place 


Ge 
narri 
the fngate 
- ticles, is fresh in my memory. 
rhe Government of the United States promoted the ex- 
pibition, and did as much as could have been expected, 
wih ove exception, Which was of more importance than 
anything else, Viz: an appropriation of money to carry 
out the objects recommended. ‘he commissioner came 
ty me, and asked what he should do. [ told him unless he 
would borrow the money to pay the expenses upon the 
American articles which had arrived, and were un there 
way to London, they must all be sent back to the United 
States, whieh would have proved a lasting source of morti- 
fication to every true American citizen, whether at home 
or abroad. Mr. Peabody called upon me to consult upon 
the matter, as did many of our countrymen who were then 
in London, all of whom, so tar as I conversed with them, 
entertained the opinion that Congress would reimburse any 
one who should come forward and furnish the means to 
earry (orward the great national object. Mr. Peabody, with 
that promptness for which he is listinguished, in his boa 
orable and high purposes of action, offered to advance the 
money, which was accepted, to the great relief of every 
American citizen in Europe. It was deemed a matter of 
national honor that the United States should be represented 
in the Crystal Palace, after all that had been said and 
printed here upon the subject. Mr. Peabody assumed these 
respousibiliies trom the highest principles of patriotism. 
[t was pure devotion to the houor and interest of his native 
land, thet he proffered his money for heruses. I am free 
to say that | hid no doubt, under the circumstances attend- 
ing the exhibition, that Congress would meet the expenses 
incurred in London, and [ cannot but hope that the com- 
mittee, or Whoever has charge of the claim, will make a 
ueanimous report in favor of its payment. I advised to 
the course that was adopted in London, as you, perhaps, 
may remeiber. 
I am, dear sir, very faithfully yours, 
ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 
Epwarp G, TUCKERMAN, Esq., 
National Hotel, Washington. 


That is from Mr. Abbott Lawrence. It shows 
the ccumstances under which these advances of 
money were made. They were not made for the 
benefit of individuals; they were not made for 
any pecuniary interest which the party making 
them had in the exhibition; but purely for the 
ionor and credit of the country. Panink that no 
one can doubt that it would have been discredit- 
able to us in the highest degree, if, after our Gov- 
ernment had so far patronized the exhibition as to 
send American fabrics and inventions to England 
in @ national ship, as contributions to this exhibi- 
tion, they should have been suffered to return 
without reaching the Crystal Palace at all. Allow 
me further to say, sir, that much more than indi- 
vidual interest was concerned in the exhibition. 
There was notonly the national honor and credit 
involved; not only the introduction into European 
use of some of our most valuable inventions; not 


only the increase of trade which the exhibition | 


0! some of our products, has enabled us to ob- 
tain; but our artisans br 
useful practical knowledge and improved taste, 
which they borrowed from the European invent- 
ors and artisans, whose procucts were submitted 
to their inspection, thus benefiting the industrial 
tnd other classes of our community. It was not, 
‘hetefore, without a national remuneration; and 
*urely, any one who had any regard for the na- 
ional credit would have been exceedingly morti- 
fied if the result had followed which Mr. Law- 
retice mentions as certain to have followed if the 


advances by Mr. Peabody had not been made. I | 
‘crit there is no legal claim on Congress for | 
retended that | 


| 


these advances. Nobody ever 


there was; but we gu pose that if Congress had 


“own the facte at the time, an appropriation 
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arrangements for the proper display of the 


silotted to the United States for the reception of the various” | 


ight back to the country | 








would have been made, and what would have | 


been done at the ume, ought, under all the circum 
| stances, to be done now. 


| The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 18; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Alien, Badger, Beil, Benjamin, Butler, 

Chaxe, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hamlin, James, Pearce, Peuit, 

| Rockwell, Shields, Sumner, Wade, and Walker—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adama, Atchison, Brodhead, Cass, 

Clay, Dodge of Wiscousin, Dodge of lowa, Evans, Fuz- 
patrick, Houston, Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mailory, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, and Toombs—18. 


And the amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment, which had been except- 
ed, was to insert the following: 


| Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap 
point or employ in his official household, the following of- 
| ficers, to wit: One private secretary, at a yearly salary 
of $2,500; one clerk, at a yearly salary of 21,600; one 
steward, at a yearly salary of $1,000, who shall, under the 
direction of the President, have charge of, and be respon- 
sible for, the plate and furniture of the President’s Mansion ; 
; and shall discharge such other duties as the Presiiient may 
| assign him ; one mesagnger, at a yearly salary of $900; and 
one assistant messenger, at a yeurly salary of 3750. And 
for the payment of the compensation of the satd officers, 
during the present fiscal year, the sum of 35.750, or so 
much thereofas may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, 
| Out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enactel, That a yearly appro 
priation be made fer the purchase of stationery, binding 
publie documents, and other contingent expenses of the 
Executive office, to be expended by the private secretary, 
under the direetion of the President; and for that purpose, 
during the present fiscal year, #650 is hereby appropriated, 
out Of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to those 
sections. I do not suppose that any Senator will 
think that | am actuated with any desire but one 
for the public good. But, sir, when the question 
was started for the increase of salaries, | an- 
nounced that I was willing to increase them all, 
| and the record shows that [| voted for the highest 
salary proposed by others for the members of 
this Administration. 1 should be perfectly will- 
ing now, sir, to vote for all appropriations for 

the President, if I could do so consistently with 

my convictions of duty under the Constitution. 
| The distinguished Senator from North Carolina 
will doubtless make it perfectly clear to his own 
mind, and perhaps to that of the majority of the 
Senate, that this is not in violation of a constitu- 
tional principle; that it does not increase the Presi- 
| dent’s salary. If he can satisfy them of that | 
| shall be perfectly content. The Constitution says: 


“The President shall, at stated times, receive for his ser- 


vices a compensation which shall neither be increased nor | 


| diminished during the period for which he shall have been 
elected; and he shall not receive within that period any 
other emolument from the United states, or any of them.”’ 


The Senator from North Carolina says that 
| this is not increasing his salary. Well, sir, it 
| does this; it certainly saves to him the amount 
| of money embraced in this appropriation, giving 
| him additional officers. What is it? It pro- 
| vides, in the first place, that he shail have ‘* one 
private secretary, at a yearly salary of $2,500; 
one clerk, at a yearly salaty of $1,600; one 
steward, at a yearly salary of $1,000, who shall, 
under the direction of the President, have charge 
of, and be responsible for, the plate and furniture 
of the President’s Mansion, and shall discharge 


one messenger, at a yearly salary of $900; and 
one assistant messenger, ata yearly salary of 
$750."" And then the twelfth section makes a 
provision of $651) for the purchase of stationery. 
Another section of the bill, Mr. President, makes 
an appropriation for the compensation of a 


|an assistant doorkeeper, $365;’’ and then, in 


another section, ** for fuel 


such other duties as the President may assign him; | 


for the President’s | 


| House, $1,000;”’ and ‘for furnace keeper for the | 


| door keeper at the President’s House, $500; for 
| 


President’s House, $365.’’ 


Now, sir, the Presi- 


| dent is to have these servants, and the Government | 


|| is to pry for them. If you can goon and make 
|| a provision for those servants, why not go through 
| the whole catalogue? If you can give him a fire- 


|| man, why not supply him with any other servant? 


If you can supply him with fuel, why not supply 
| his wine cellars? In my judgment you may go 

on that way, and meet every possible expenditure 
| that would come within the necessary calls of the 
White House. I repeat, if this proposition had 
been made atthe proper time, I should have voted 


LOBE. 


for it with pleasure; but I am not willing to do by || 


indirection that which we cannot do directly. I 
am not willing to increase his salary in this way, 
by giving him all the servants that would be ne- 
cessary, and (hen say that itis no increase of his 
salary. Suppose we force upon him the necessity 
ot employing servants not provided for, is not that 
increasing hits expenditure? If you may not do 
that, then | apprehend you cannot do what ts 
asked by my honorablefriend. | have no feeling 
about the matter; but these are my cousututional 
views, and | am acting under them. 

Mr. BADGER, I should agree in the impro- 
priety of this amendment, if « had the effect of 
indirectly increasing the President’s compensation; 
but to my understanding there is not only no rea- 
sonable or probable ground for supposing that it 
has that effect, but it is demonstrable that u does 
not have that effect. My friend from Tennessee 
has referred to some other items in the bill. It 
might be sufficient to say, that whether those pro- 
visions are right or wrong does notaffect the ques- 
tion about the amendment which | proposed; but 
I will dispose of the objections to these provisions. 

First, he objects to the provision in the bull which 
assigns to the President’s House a doorkeeper and 
assistant doorkeeper. My friend does not seem 
to consider that the President’s House is nota 
private mansion. The President is not the head 
of a Department, who has a public office, separate 
and distinct in its location from his private resi- 
dence, and who, when he goes to his private resi- | 
dence, has there his domestic servants to discharge 
the duties of domestic servants in his family apart 
from his public office. The mansion which the 
President lives in is a publie building, opened in 
nearly the whole extent of it to visitors from day 
to day. Persons go there who come here from 
all parts of the United States. They think they 
have a right to go there; they think it is proper 
to go there. They look at this house not as the 
private house of the President, but as a mansion 
erected by the Government for the accommoda- 
tion of the Executive head of the nation. We 
all, who know anything about the matter, know 
that there is a constant flow of visitors. The 
doorkeeper who is to be appointed is not to dis- 
charge duties relating to the President’s private 
family. There are persons there, as all of us 
know who have been there, who receive and carry 
visitors through the public apartments of the 
house, who show them what they desire to inspect, 
who explain to them the arrangements of the 
house, and who give that satisfaction to them in 
regard to the President’s Mansion, as a public 
building, which is given by the messengers or 
doorkeepers of the Patent Office, or any other of 
the public estaDdlishments in the city. 

It would be exceedingly unfair to impose it 
upon the President of the United States to pay, 
out of the compensation given to him for his sup- 
port, the charge of officers to superintend a build- 
ing—because he happens to live in it—which is a 
public building, and which persons visit for the 
purpose of inspecting, as they do for the inapec- 
tion of other public buildings. Now, sir, within 
a few years Congress made provision for extend- 
ing the gas works to the President’s House, 
and for furnishing it with gas. There might have 
been some pretense, some show of allegation, 
that that was an indirect method of increasing the 
President’s compensation, because, undoubtedly, 
it relieved the President of the expense of lighting 
the mansion; but then it should be recollected 
in regard to that appropriation, that its primary 
object was not to light the private apartments. 
It was intended to light up those great public 
rooms which are constantly thrown open during 
the winter season of the year, to be visited by all 
the people of the metropolis, and by visitors; 
and for that reason it was not liable to objection. 

Then in regard to the keeper of @© furnaces. 
Congress has recently made provision for erecting 
furnaces for the purpose of warming the House. 
Well, sir, the necessity for those furnaces arises 
from those vast apartments which are for the pub- 
lic use, and not for the private or particular use or 
benefit of the President. There would have been no 
necessity for any such provision, if the private 


| apartments of the President only had to be pro- 


vided for; and, therefore, | do not see the ground 
of objection to that provision. 

But however those things may be, with regard 
to the particular provision now under considera- 
tion, to my understanding it is demonstrable that 
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it das net directly or indirectly affect the Presi- [ nected with the President’s House as a public Ex- | for his private business. It is try 
| ecutive Mansion. ‘To my mind, there is no con- | 


dent’s compensation. It is proposed, first, to give 
to him a private secretary and a clerk. Gentle- 
men may suppose—but if they do they are entirely 
mistaken—that the office of President of the United 
States is «a sinecure; that he has nothing to do but 
to receive official visits and write ‘* approved”’ at 
the foot of bills. Sir, he has a vast deal to do, 
and he requires clerical force and assistance to en- 
able him to do it. 
business in regard to which, if we now require 
him to pay for it out of the compensation given 
him, it would be just to remove the imposition 
from him. Why should the President be required 
to make payment for such things any more than the 
head ofa Department? Each head of a Department 
has his clerical force to assist him in the discharge 
of his official duties; and if the head of a Depart- 
ment has it, where is the propriety in withholding 
it from the President, compelling him to pay for 
it out of his own compensation? But, sir, it has 


He has public business to do, | 


not heretofore been paid out of the private pocket | 


of the President, and it will not now be paid out of 
his private pocket, whether we make this appro 

priation or not. The President is left in a situa- 
tion always dependent for these things on the 
heads of Departments. 1| presume he always has 
been. 

Then, with regard to the steward, to take 
charge of the public prey in the mansion, I 
have-explained what [ thought was the necessity 
and propriety of having such an officer. It does 
not concern the President’s private family. The 
steward, whom we propose in the amendment to 
take charge of the mansion, is not to be a man to 
wait upon the table, or to attend to menial ser- 
vices. He is to bean agent of the Government, 
to take charge of a large amount of valuable prop- 
erty, and to see that it is taken care of; and he is 
to be chargeable with and responsible for it. 

Then with regard to the messengers. As I 
stated the other day, the messengers proposed to 
be given to the President are not to be his private 
servants—not a bit more than the messengers who 
are kept by the Secretary of War are his private 
servants. They are to assist the President in the 
transaction of his public duties. The President 
has to send to, as well as to receive from, the va- 
rious Executive Departments, papers and docu- 
ments of extreme importance, which ought not to 
be intrusted to the hands of domestic servants 
about the household. But if they might be 
trusted with them, where is the propriety of re- 
quiring the President to make his domestic ser- 
vants go upon public errands? But, sir, in point 
of fact, whether this ae made or not, 
the President will neither receive nor lose a penny. 
The services have been performed in a sort of hel- 
ter-skelter manner, in a way not suitable to the 
dignity of the President’s office—by extra calls 
upon other officers; and they will be performed 
without charge upon him, and without being paid 
for out of his compensation. Therefore, the pas- 
sage of this amendment will in no way, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, increase his compensation, 
and is, therefore, not unconstitutional. 

Now, Mr. President, a few words as to these 
contingent appropriations, It is a curious fact, 
that until the time of Mr. Fillmore’s administra- 
tion, there was never a dollar appropriated for the 
purchase of a book of any kind for the Executive 
Mansion. Every head of a Department had a 
library; every head of a Department had acontin- 
gent fund, so that occasional additions might be 
made to his library. Every head of a Department 
had public documents; but up to the time when 
Mr. Fillmore was President of the United States, 
there never was a book, nor a public document 
boaght under an appropriation for the presiden- 
tial mansion. There was nothing in the presi- 
dential mafifion obtained through an appropriation 
by Congress to which to refer forany information 
on any subject that might arise in the perform- 
ance of public duties. Well, sir, in Mr. Fill- 
more’s time, Congress made an appropriation for 
the purpose of commencing the formation of a 
library; and they made provision for supplying 
i documents, so that the President might 

ave, at least, as much means for the obtaining of 
information in the prosecution of his duties as 
we have in the discharge of ours. 

Now, sir, these matters are found to be neces- 
sary. The President is to have stationery. There 
are various incidental expenses of that kind con- 
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| North Carolina, since no suspicion of political 


|| Mansion. 
|| [Mr. Bex] was present. 
| thought it highly important that Congress should 


| Executive office is exceedingly burdensome. I 


| why the President is not entitled to, and has not | 





a 


stitutional ees: | in regard to making such a | 
provision for the President. I do not seek this | 
for the particular person who is President now. | 


| 
{ should have moved it when Mr. Fillmore was || 


_ President, but 1 did not think it was becoming in 


me to do so, I being a political friend of his. It | 
is no new idea of mine. My mind has been set- | 
tled upon it forfour years past, and I seize this, the 
very frat session of Congress which has been held 
when it could not be supposed that I was endeav- 
oring to procure the provision for the personal 
dignity of the gentleman at the head of the na- 
tion whom J had supported for the Presidency, || 
as the head of the political party to which I be- 
long, to bring forward this proposition. I think 
it is judicious and proper. 

Mr. PEARCE. | am very glad that this prop- || 
osition has been introduced by the Senator from 


partisanship can attach to it. I think, too, that 
something of the sort has longybeen demanded by 
various public considerations. [| recollect, sir, a 
conversation which I had with President Polk, 
about three days before he left the Executive 
I think the Senator from Tennessee 
He said to us that he 


organize something like an Executive office for 


said that the President often had correspondence 
of great public interest and value which ought to 


|| be preserved, and in an organized Executive office 
| ’ 5S , 


as the other archives of the Government are, 
Now, when the President goes out of office, he 
must either take such papers with him, or they 
are destroyed. No place is provided by the Gov- 
ernment for their preservation, and of course they 
disappear. Much that is interesting, and of the 


| greatest value in our political history, is among 

such papers, and should be deposited in such an || 
| office. 
| Carolina proposes what will answer thisend. I | 


‘he amendment of the Senator from North | 


would suggest to him, however,to modify it, so 


| that, instead of PrOveeing for a private secretary 
at $2,500, he shail provide for a secretary to the | 


President, whose duty it shall be to take care of 
official papers, and perform such other duties as | 
the President may direct. 

Mr. CLAYTON, That is right. 

Mr. BADGER, I agree to that willingly. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then I think he should have 


Senators know, that the correspendence of the | 
ss » } 
have seen the letter book of ex-President Fillmore, | 


| and I know that it contains matters of exceeding 
| interest and public importance; and I think if this 
| arrangement had been made, some of those letters 
| would have remained on the Executive files for 
| the information and benefit of the President’s suc- 
| cessors, who now find, on coming into office, that 

the letters addressed to their predecessors, which 
| might be needed for reference, are either all de- 


| 


} 
stroyed, or else have been taken away. I am | 
sure this would be of very great importance, and | 
I think these public considerations demand that the | 
President should have a secretary and clerk to | 
record and preserve such papers, and relieve the | 
President of a portion of his labors. 

Then, as to the messengers, ! do not see, as | 


the Senator from North Carolina has suggested, 


as much public necessity for, messengers as one | 
of the Secretaries. The President has to com- 
municate daily, or very frequently at least, with all 
the Secretaries, and he must have some one to go 
on these errands. They are not to be appointed | 
for his personal convenience, but for the dispatch 
of the public, business with which he is charged; 
and it seemsto me that the Government ought to | 
provide him with the means of performing his | 
public functions with facility and promptness. | 
As to the number of messengers, I do not know | 
how many may be necessary, certainly one is, | 
and it may be that two are. e may want both 
of them, and I do not think the number at all ex- 
travagant. 

Then, the only one remaining is the steward. 
Now, I have already said that these employees 
are for official purposes, and they will not add a 
penny’s increase to the salary of the President, 
nor to his emoluments, because they are not created 
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_aliied to something for his personal benefit 


‘| by the Senator from North Carolin 


| dent comes into office, for furnishing his m 
| and I suppose gentlemen know that ther 
| great many people who visit the Executive Man 


July 24, 


. d ; — t i 
give him this additional officer, he: may ve comt 


elled by our injustice to draw © com. 
anak the law libiie him to rep ee 
which the Government should pay; but if tees f 
termine to pay him for those services we de. 
Government require of him, you are slaal - the 
that which you should have originally i “e 
a 


regard to the stewardship, it may be cash hie 4 
y 


than 
t, 88 Stated 
a, is to take 
the Executiys 


the rest of the section; but the obj 


care of the plate and furniture of 
Mansion. 3 

We appropriate large sums, whenever a Presi. 
ANsion; 
© area 


sion, who are no better than they should 


who do not hesitate to help themselves to Pe, and 


the pub. 


| lic property when they find an opportyn; 
take it that if the celebrated ‘+ gold epoone® - | 
| been really gold, they would have vanished | 


had 


since, but itis known that they are only Siive 
’ 


gold washed. I know that from rich lac 
enough have been cut off, and carried cue 
make a dress. Now, we want some person hae 


| with authority to look after the plate and furniture 
| of the mansion, and a steward is the proper off. 
cer. The salary proposed is not an unreasonable 
the preservation of official presidential papers. He | 
| arrangements of Governments. 


one, and such a provision nothing unusual in the 


Why, sir, in my own State of Maryland, which 
does not contain the thirtieth part of the popula. 
tion of the Union, we used to have, and stil] have 
I believe, a steward of the Executive“Mansion, 
whose business it is to look after these things, | 
think it is right and proper that the President of 
the United States should have a steward, whose 
official duty it shall be to take charge of the furpi. 
ture. [am sure that we do not mean that the 
President himself should make it a point to look 
about and see who steals the spoons and cuts off 
the curtains; and, therefore, he must have some. 
body whose especial duty it shall be to do it; and 
that is proposed to be provided for in this amend. 
ment. I am glad to see the liberal spirit in which 
my honorable friend from North Carolina has in. 
troduced the proposition, and I shall support it 
cheerfully. No personal intimacy or political 
favor towards the President influences me more 
than him; but [ desire, whoever may be the in- 


| cumbent of that office, that liberal appropriations 
a clerk, because | know, and I presume other || 


shall be made for his comfort, convenience, and 
_ dignity, and this provision is necessary for that 
| purpose. 
|" Mr. CLAYTON. if I belonged to the Den- 
ocratic party, like my friends on the other side of 
| the Chamber, | might remain silent on this ques- 
tion; but, sir, | am at perfect liberty now to ex- 
we my honest opinions in regard to this matter. 


fully concur with my friends from North Car 

| olina and Maryland. The President’s salary iteelf 

is an insufficient one; but I do not propose to raise 
it by these means. 

he proposition contained in the amendment of 

the committee is unexceptionable. The officers 

who are provided for in it are necessary; and, in 

my opinion, there is nothing more necessary then 

the establishment of some office for the purpose of 


| taking care of those Executive documents which 


peculiarly belong to the Executive mansion. The 
President, at present, has no means of preserving 
| any of those papers unless he sends them to the 
State Department, where they are deposited, and 
where, as we know from the past history of the 
country, they have not been faithfully kept. No- 
body can tell who mutilated them, or carried them 
away; but the fact that they have been mutilated, 
after being sent down to that Department by the 
President, and that they have been carried awsy 
in years now long gone by, is unquestionable. 
These papers ought to be preserved in some offi 
under the care of the President, and they should 
be delivered over to his successor in office. 

I will not pursue the subject, for I have no doubt 
the Senate is tired of it; and I only rose for th 
rake of adding my testimony to that of the 

onorable gentleman who preceeded me that the 
provisions of this amendment are eminently plo?” 
er. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 do not mean? 
debate this question, for I am perfectly willing “ 
every Senator on this floor shall vote for 
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